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PREFACE. 

"Although affliction cometh not forth of 
fhe dxist, neither doth trouble spring out of the 
ground ; Yet man is bom unto trouble, as the 
sparks fly upward." This truth is not only 
declared in the volume of Inspiration, but is so 
plainly proved by the experience of mankind, 
that even those who have lived in ignorance of 
the Bible have abundantly confessed it. The 
lamentations of those, who find this world a vale 
of tearsy resound on every side. 

And not only are visitations of sorrow the 
general portion of mankind, — ^the inheritance 
of all the sons of Adam ;— but the ChritHan is 
expressly warned that he must ** through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God." 
Trials, temptations, and sufferings are therefore 
a special portion of the inheritance of the Saints 
on earth. Hence every one who seeks for sal- 
vation^ when counting the cost, must reckon on 
meeting with many afflictions ; and some of a 
deep and a peculiar nature. 

There are seasons then, in the life of every 
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child of man, in which the title of th3s litUe 
hool^ mty be expected to comtnend it' to his 
perasid. And assuredly every BeHevet ^friH 
expect, fiooner or later, and of longer or Bborter 
duratioil, such dispensations from his Gbd and 
Tkthfer, that ** Thoughts in ArrLicTiow" will 
appear peculiarly suited to his case. 

How sweet then to think that, amid all the 
dailcness and sorrows of this evil world, a toice 
is heard from heaven, saying, *« Comfort ye, 
comfort ye my people, saith your God ! *' And 
that this gracious command is addressed to the 
Ministers of Christ, — ^who was Himself " a man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, "-^and 
was anointed "to preach good tidings to the 
meek^— to hind up the broken-hearted,— and to 
comfort all that mourn.'* That these are called 
to point out the true, the only sources of effec- 
tual and eternal consolation, to those who are 
bowed down beneath the burthen of that misery 
which sin has brought into this mined world 1 

And now, my dear Reader, it is in the 
discharge of that delightful part of my office, 
as a Minister of the Gospel, that I present this 



li.ttle booh to ihee/ If .f;hout art n^ti) in any 

40i:raw, fff. .ffhalt bei hereaft^^ accept it> as 

QomiogriTQSi a sympiKthizuig friend. I have 

liifeikiia various depths of trial v^^ affliction, 

V h9tb«bffQQr^ «^d since I tasted, that thp Lord is 

fraeioqa i a^d ont.of my own ezperi^ce» I have 

"written unto thee some few things, which the 

|«oi^hfkth< taught me, to my own soul's comfort : 

land wj^iQh ..also, I haye reason to,lfnow^ ha^^e 

l^een made effectual to the consolation of others. 

: ,And whosoevjer thou art, that from any 

.jootive act induced to look into these pages, 

telb me most solemnly and affectionately assure 

s thee, that io the Gospel qf Christ atone, the 

./httftfotfu q/" real and effectual consolation, are 

'.opmed to mankind. I speak from my own 

e3q;)erience: for I have tried in times past, what- 

et^ the wisdom of man could devise; and I 

'-found but " broken cisterns that can hold.no 

'. rwatar : " I found but emptiness and vanity- 

Tfaeexiierience of others leads to the ^me 

(result. But "the glorious Gospel of the 

• blessed iGod" can so engage all the powers and 

fkcttltie3 of the mind, all the feelings and af- 
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fections of the heart, in the knowledge and soul- 
transforming contemplation of things eternal 
and divine, as to lift us up above the cares and 
sorrows of this present world, and enable us to 
"glory in tribulation." This is, indeed, so 
evident, thatthousancis, who despised the Gospel 
and its Ministers, in their days of health and 
prosperity, have been glad to apply to them for 
consolation and support, in the days of sickness 
and misery. Seek then this consolation and 
support, betimes, — even now, while it is caUed 
to-day; that, when affliction comes, you may 
not have then to seek for, and to learn, the 
true source of peace and comfort ; but to turn 
to a Fountain at once, whose fulness is known, 
— ^to a Friend and Redeemer, whose love and 
faithfulness have been ptoved. (2 Tim. i. 12.) 

But it is to the Christian Reader, to my 
Brethren in the Faith of the Gospel, that these 
pages are more especially addressed. To those 
I desire to impart whatever instruction and con- 
solation the Lord hath given to me : and it was 
with reference to them that the first design of 
this little work was conceived. 
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This was rather more than four years ago, 
when under a dispensation of affiction myself; 
being in such a feeble state of health that for a 
long period I was entirely laid aside from preach- 
ing. At the same period some of my Christian 
friends were sorely afflicted too. This con* 
currence of circumstances led my mind to the 
subject ; and I put down a few brief hints, which 
I had found by experience to be important at 
such seasons, with references to various Texts 
of Scripture. These were printed on a card^ 
which has since been reprinted by the Religious 
Tract Society, as a Hand-bill (No. 109). This, 
with a few alterations, will be found at the end 
of this preface, as a kind of index to the book. 
Afterwards, at my leisure, I wrote out all the 
Texts, and added from time to time a few reflec- 
tions, and some verses of hymns, till I found that 
I had made a little book. The pleasing testimo- 
nies I have received that the card, as first printed, 
has been attended with a blessing, have induced 
me to hope that the whole, in its present form, 
would be acceptable ; and especially that it would 
be found more convenient, as bringing the Texts 
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of Scripture into one view, which few perhaps 
would look out one by one ; while the addition 
of the reflections might serve to illustrate and 
enforce the Thoughts at first so briefly stated. 

Except in quoting hymns, I have not directly 
or conscmisly availed myself of the productions 
of other writers ; though well aware that by so 
doing I might have made the work more valuable. 
The size, however, would have been increased ; 
nor could I have presented it to my Brethren 
as so simply and entirely the substance of that 
which the Lord has taught me in the school of 
experience, — ^which is the character under which 
I am most desirous it should be received. 

With regard to the views advanced in this 
little book, they are, I think, so fully supported 
by the Scriptures quoted, that I trust they 
will commend themselves, on those Scriptural 
grounds, to every one who is conversant with 
the Word of God. Yet probably some will 
think I have insisted too strongly on sin as the 
distinct cause of all n^ffering. But can we 
deny, or even question, the existence of some 
adequate and especial Hf^l cause of every si^er- 
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ing, without, by inference, imputing unkindness, 
if not injustice, to Him who is most just and 
merciful ? And is it not better to incur the 
censure of severity, in throwing blame upon 
the creature, than that of presumption in ar- 
raigning God ? We may not spare ourselves, or 
one another, at His expence. And the more 
willing we are to humble and condemn ourselves, 
and justify Him, the more likely shall we be to 
find abundant consolation, and that soon. 

Others may think, that I have too much 
insisted on the Sovereignty of God, His ab- 
solute appointment of every event, and on 
Doctrines connected therewith. It is, however, 
in our times of auction, and in attempting to 
comfort others, that we more especially find the 
practical importance, — ^the absolute necessity, 
of these Doctrines. Insomuch that those who 
are very shy of what are reviled as Calvmistic 
Doctrines, under ordinary circumstances, when 
called to comfort the Afflicted, will be found in- 
sisting, that God overrules all events, both great 
and small, according to His eternal purpose, and 
the good pleasure of His will ; and that He who 
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has begun a good work in them, will also perform 
it to the end. They are then compelled to main- 
tain High Doctrine, as It is called : for then they 
find its legitimate use, and vast importance. 

In the arrangement of the Thoughts I have 
been, from the first, very careful. Which I men- 
tion because I conceive that the consolation and 
practical benefit to be derived from the whole^ 
depends very much on observing this order. 

To my original design has been added, the 
consideration of three particular cases of Spiri- 
tual Distress ; which I trust will be found useful 
to burthened and doubting souls. This seemed 
not only consistent with the title and purpose of 
the work, but requisite to its usefulness : for 
spiritual distress is the sorest of all, and demands 
our deepest sympathy, — our best and most ear- 
nest endeavours to administer comfort. It is also 
often superadded to the weight of outward af- 
flictions, — of which the enemy of our souls takes 
advantage, to harass us with temptations and 
perplex us with doubts. Over these, no less 
than outward troubles, it is my soul's desire that 
my brethren should be enabled to triumph : and 
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I would urge them and help them to press for- 
ward to that fulness of joy, to which the 
Beloved Disciple desires to bring us ; (John i. 4 ; 
and y. 13) for when we have attained, on Scrip- 
tural grounds, to the full assurance of hope, 
then also shall we be enabled to ** count it all joy 
when we foil into divers temptations^" and to 
bless our Heavenly Father for every stroke of 
His chastising rod. 

The manner in which this little work has 
grown up under my hands has been far from 
favourable to any thing like critical complete- 
ness. It has no claim to attention, except as 
addressing itself to the heart and to the experi- 
ence of the Afflicted. If these should find in it 
anything to edify or comfort, I intreat them to 
unite with me in prayer to that God, who works 
by the feeblest means, to vouchsafe His bless- 
ing upon it through Jesus Christ ; to whom be 
glory for ever. Amen. 

ISLINGTON. 

Sept 1, 1831. 
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And find, in Thy perfections infinite,. 
Fountains of consolation and delight 

For an who seek Thy face hy Christ alode. 
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Did not infinite wisdom and mercy 
appoint this visitation ? 

** We have had fathers of our flesh which cor- 
rected us, and we gave them reverence : shall 
we not much rather he in subjection unto the 
Father of spirits, and live ? " Heb. zii. 9. 

** He doeth according to His will in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth : 
and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, 
What doest Thou ? *' Dan. iv. 36. 

" All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth 
unto such as keep His covenant and His testi- 
monies." Ps. zxv. 10. 

** Our Grod is in the heavens : He hath done 
whatsoever He hath pleased." Ps. cxv. 3. 
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" As many as I love, l,rebuke and chasten: be 
zealous, therefore, and repent.'* Rev. iii. 19. 

[So long as we atheistically imagine that there 
is any such thing as chance, or confine ourselves 
to the consideration of second causes, we can 
derive no comfort or benefit from any of the dis- 
pensations of Providence. We must seek there- 
fore to have this truth, first of all, deeply im- 
pressed upon our minds, that Grod disposes and 
overrules all- events, great and small ; that with- 
out Him not one sparrow falls to the ground, and 
that the very hairs of our heads are all numbered. 
His hand is therefore to be seen and acknowledg- 
ed in every event : and though there is occasion 
frequently to observe the unquestionable, and to 
us mysterious and inexplicable. Sovereignty of 
God in the appointment both of the nature and 
measure, as well as the seasons of affliction, — 
yet let us never forget that His Sovereignty is 
always that of unerring wisdom, unimpeachable 
holiness and justice, and infinite love and mercy, 
" Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ?" 
Gen. xviii. 25. TMs thought must silence every 
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doubt and murmur. We must receive this as a 
matter of faiths and acknowledge it must be so, 
though we cannot see it, — yea, though every- 
thing seems to prove the contrary. And then, 
in due time, we shall see and understand as 
much as is desirable and profitable for us in our 
present state. Further than this let us humbly 
silence vain curiosity, while we hear our Saviour 
say : ** What I do thou knowest not now; but 
thou shalt know hereafter." (John xiii. 7.) ] 

Thy ways, O Lord, with wise design. 
Are framed upon thy throne above. 

And every dark or bending line 
Meets in the centre of thy love. 

With feeble light, and half obscure, 
Poor mortals thy arrangements view ; 

Not knowing that the least are sure, 
And the mysterious, just and true. 

My favoured soul shall meekly learn 
To lay her reason at thy throne ; 

Too weak thy secrets to discern, 
ru trust thee for my guide alone. 

B 2 



4 THOUGHTS 

Shall a sinful worm complain ? 

" Wherefore doth aliving man complauiy a man 
for the punishment of his sins?" Lam. iii.39. 

" Surely it is meet to be said unto God, 1 have 
borne chastisement, I will not offend any more : 
That which I see not, teach Thou me : if I have 
done iniquity, I will do no more." Job xxziv. 
31,32. 

** Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right ? " Gen. xviii. 25. 

[ ** "We are by nature children of wrath." 
(Eph. ii. 3.) Hence the original guilt and de- 
filement of our nature deserves at God's hands 
far heavier judgments than we can experience 
on earth. Our unknown and unsuspected trans- 
gressions are sufficient for our everlasting con- 
demnation ; and, when we duly consider them, 
we should thank God that we are not in hell. 
Can we make such a protestation of integrity 
as Job (chap, xxxi.) ? yet how much more was 
laid upon him ! and what was he constrained to 
say at last, (xl. 4, 5. and xlii. 2 — 6.) ?] 
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Let me search out the cause of my 
affliction, 

** Thus aaitb the Lord of hostt : Conaider your 
ways." Hag. i. 7. 

*' I will Bay unto God, Do not condemn me ; 
show me wherefore Thou contendest with me." 
Job X. 2. 

" Let ua search and try our ways, and turn 
again to the Lord." Lam. iii. 40. 

" For He doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve 
the children of men." Lam. iii. 33. 

[God hath always just and sufficient cause 
against us, should He enter into judgment. 
But afflictions are sent for correction and in- 
struction ; there is therefore some special cause 
or occasion, which should be searched out and 
acknowledged — though this may not be a sin 
of commission, or of special magnitude and 
grossness. It may indeed be utterly undis- 
cemible to others : — and it may probably be 
of the nature of unbelief, unthankfulness, 
neglectj-^eclension from our first loye,^<- 
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worldly-mindedness, — cleaving to the earth and 
to the creature, — spiritual sloth ; or a dis- 
position to live below our privileges, as well as 
to disregard our duties. Or it may be pride, 
legality, self-dependence, self-will, &c. We must 
also remember more particularly to search out 
and acknowledge sins ligainst the Oospel; for 
these (so far as I have observed) are always 
far more severely visited than sins against the 
Law ; and they are far more likely to be over- 
looked in our inquiries.] 

Then let me justify God* 

" Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and 
done this evil in Thy sight : that Thou mightest 
be justified when Thou speakest, and be clear 
when Thou judgest." Psalm 11. 4. 

'* HowbeitThou art just in all that is brought 
upon us; for Thou hast done right, but we 
have done wickedly." Neh. ix. 33. 

** O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto Thee, 
bat unto us confusion of faces, as at this day ; 
to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants 
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of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, 
and that are far off, through all the countries 
whither Thou hast driven them, because of 
their trespass that they have trespassed against 
Thee. O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of 
face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our 
fathers, because we have sinned against Thee/' 
Dan. ix. 1, 8. 

[O that we were more disposed, fully and at 
all times to justify God 1 It would be much for 
our comfort and welfare. But alas 1 there is 
in us a rooted and dreadful disposition to jus- 
tify ourselves rather than God. Even holy Job 
sinned greatly in this respect (Jobxzxii. 2.) and 
it seems greatly to have aggravated and pro- 
iMiged his troubles. Let us remember that, 
whenever we murmur or repine, we charge 
God foolishly, and presumptuously arraign 
His wisdom, justice and mercy : we disannul 
His judgment, and condemn Him that we 
may be righteous 1 (Job zl. 8.) or accuse Him 
that is most merciful, and loves us better than 
we love ourselves, of dealing hardly with us 1 1] 
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O let me admire His forbearance : 

'^ It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not 
consumed, because His compassions fail not**' 
tarn. iii. 22, 

" He hath not dealt with us after our sins ; nor 
rewarded us according to our iniquities. For as 
the heaven is high above the earth, so great is 
His mercy toward them that fear Him. As far 
as the east is from the w^st, so far hath He re- 
moved our transgressions from us. Like as a 
fether pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 
them that fear Him. For he knoweth our 
Arame; He remembereth that we are dust." 
Ps.ciii. 10—14. 

" To the Lord our God belong mercies and 
forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against 
dim." Dan. ix. 9. 

[I have been myself in manifold and fiearful 
depths of afiUction, so that sometimes I seemed 
to be distressed and burdened to the utmost that 
flesh and blood could endure ; yet on a careful 
review of the past, I cannot but admire the 
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unspeakable tenderness and forbearance of God, 
who (I am fully satisfied) taever laid upon me 
anything more than was just sufficient to gain 
His holy and most gracious ends. It is evident 
to me that in every case, if less would have suf- 
ficed, less would have been appointed me ; for 
God weighs and measures out affliction to His 
people with most tender care. In nothing more 
clearly than in this, do I perceive the kindness 
of a most compassionate and affectionate Father ; 
and in tracing all this, I am sometimes quite 
melted and overwhelmed, and I am convinced 
I ought to be much more so. O with what joy 
and thankfulness shall we trace and contemplate 
all this in eternity 1 How then shall we ac- 
knowledge that God was no less a loving and 
tender parent when He afflicted than when He 
comforted 1 Thia is particularly set forth in the 
passage quoted from Psalm ciii.] 

My soul repeat His praise 
Whose mercies are so great, 
Whose anger is so slow to rise, 
So ready to abate. 
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He will not always chide ; 
And, when His strokes are felt. 
Those strokes are fewer than our sins. 
And lighter than our guilt. 

The pity of the Lord, 
To those that fear His name 
Is such as tender parents feel ; 
He knows our feeble frame. 

He knows we are but dust 
Scattered with every breath ; 
His anger, like a rising wind, 
Can send us swift to death. 

Our days are as the grass, 
Or like the morning flower : 
If one sharp blast sweep o'er the field, 
It withers in an hour. 

But Thy compassions. Lord, 
To endless years endure ; 
And children's children ever find 
Thy word of promise sure. 
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And let me come, as a poor sinner, to 
the Cross. 

" If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins. He is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is 
not in us. My little children, these things write 
I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man 
sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous : And He is the propitiation 
for our sins : and not for ours only, but also for 
the sins of the whole world." 1 John i. 8 — 10; 
ii. 1, 2. 

[It is only at the foot of the Cross that any 
child of fallen Adam can reasonably expect to 
find consolation and peace. There it becomes 
you to lie; and there the streams of mercy 
will be sure to descend into your soul in due 
time. 

Observe too the order of these thoughts. 
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which I have thus put first, because I have 
learned from my own experience, and seen it 
confirmed by that of others, — that, if we would 
have true and abiding Instruction and comfort 
in our afBictions, we must begin with acknow* 
ledging our sinfulness, submitting to the rod 
(which does not chastise without just cause) 
and magnifying the Righteousness of God. ITien, 
and not till then, we shall be prepared, even in 
the midst of the severest trials, to marvel at His 
forbearance. And when we can do this humbly 
and thankfully, we shall soon begin to taste and 
rejoice in the riches of His mercy, and even to 
glory in tribulation.] 

What shall the dying sinner do. 
That seeks relief from all his woe ? 
Where shall the guilty conscience find 
Bju9 for the torment of the mind r 

In vain we search, in vain we try. 
Till Jesus brings bis Gospel nigh ; 
Tis there that power and glory dwell 
To aave rebellious souls from bell. 
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How much more did Jesus endure for 
me! 

" (Consider Him that endured such contradic- 
tion of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied 
and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet re- 
sisted unto blood, striving against sin." Heb. 
xii. 3, 4. 

" He is despised and rejected of men ; a man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief : and we 
hid ai it were our £eu:es from Him ; He was 
despised and we esteemed Him not. Surely l)e 
hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows : 
yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God« 
and afflicted. But He was wounded for our 
transgressions. He was bruised for our iniquities s 
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him ; 
and with His stripes we are healed." Isa. liii. 
3—5. 

[It will often be usefbl to consider the afiSic- 
tions of some of the most eminent servants of 
Qod, as recorded in the Scriptures, and the sub- 
mission which they showed under them : M 
Mron, (Levit. z. 1-^7.) ; Job, (ch. i. and 
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ii.) ; Da^id, (2 Sam. xvi. 5—14.) ; Ezekiei 
(ch. xxiv.* 5 — 18). Are our trials equal to 
theirs ? 

But that He, who knew no iin, should have 
endured so much more for us sinners, — for us, 
when we were rebels and His enemies, — ^than 
ever He calls us to endure for Him, should 
surely stop our mouths and silence every 
murmur.] 

How bitter that cup no heart can conceive. 
Which He drank quite up, that sinners might 

live I 
His way was much rougher and darker than 

mine: 
Did Jesus thus suffer, and shall I repine ? 

Is He not immutably God to kelpy and 
Man to sympathize ? 

" I said, O my God, take me not away in the 
midst of my days : Thy years are throughout all 
generations. Of old hast thou laid the founda- 
tion of the earth : and the heavens are the work 
of Thy hands. They shall perish, but thou shalt 
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endure : yea, all of them shall wax old like a 
garment ; as a vesture shalt Thou change them, 
and they shall be changed : But Thou art the 
same and Thy years shall have no end." Psalm 
cii. 24—27. 

" Behold, the Lord God will come with strong 
hand, and His arm shall rule for Him : behold. 
His reward is with Him, and His work before 
Him. He shall feed His flock like a shepherd : 
He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and 
carry them in His ^osom, and shall gently lead 
those that are with young. — ^Why say est thou, 
O Jacobs and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid 
from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over 
from my God ? Hast thou not known ? hast 
thou not heard^ that the everlasting Grod, the 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no 
searching of His understanding, ^s giveth 
power to the faint ; and to them that have no 
might He increaseth strength. Even the youths 
shall Mnt and be weary, and the young men 
shall utterly fall : But they that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength ; they shall 
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mount up with wings as eagles ; they shall run, 
and not be weary ; and they shall walk, and not 
faint." Isa. xl. 10, 11, 27—31. 

" But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, 
and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman 
forget her sucking child, that she should liot 
have compassion on the son of her womb ? yea, 
they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 
Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms df 
my hands; thy walls are continually hefott 
ma. — In all their aflSiction He was afflicted, and 
the Angel of His presence saved them : in His 
love and in His pity He redeemed them ; and 
He bare them, and carried them all thedayi 
of old." Isaiah xlix. 14—16 ; Ixiii. 9. 

" It became Him, for whom are all things, and 
by whom are all things, in bringing many sons 
unto glory, to make the Captain of their Sat* 
ration perfect through sufferings.—- Wherefore 
in all things it behoved Him to be made like 
unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful 
and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to 
Qod, to make reconciliation for the sins of the 
people. For in that He Himself hath tuflSered 
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being tempted. He is able to succour them that 
are tempted." Heb. ii. 10, 17, 18. 

" Seeing then that we ba^e a great High 
Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us bold fast our profession. For 
"we have not an High>Priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; but 
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need." Heb. 
iv, 14—16. 

"Who in the days of His flesh, when He 
had offered up prayers and supplications with 
strong crying and tears Unto Him that was 
able to save Him from death, and was heard in 
that He feared ; Though He were a Son, yet 
learned He obedience by the things which He 
suffered ; And being made perfect. He became 
fhe Author of eternal salvation unto all them 
that obey Him; Called of God an High-Priest 
after the order of Melchizedek." Heb. v. 7 — 10. 
- ** But this man, because He continueth ever, 
hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore 

c 
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He is able edso to sftTe them to the uttefmost 
that come unto God by Him, aeeiag He ever 
llYeth to make intercession for them. For such 
an High-Priest became us, ^Hio is holy, harm- 
less, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made 
higher than the heavens; Who needeth not 
daily, as those High-Priests, to offer up Meri- 
fice, first for his own sms, uid then for the 
people's : for this He did once, when He offered 
up Himself." Heb. vii. 24—27. 

''Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to- 
day, and for ever." Heb. xiii. 8. 

** Jesus wept." John xi. 35. 

[It is in this consideration, and the following, 
that all the fountains of Christian consolation 
are opened. Let but the soul, even in the deptha 
of anguish and distress, get but one view of the 
Divine glory and fulness of Christ Jesus, and the 
tenderness of His compassion, as revealed and 
applied to the soul by the blessed Comforter, 
and then do those who mourn in Zion receive 
" beauty for ashes, the oil of joy lor moumi&g, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness." 
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The tvaters of Biurab-^^wliai thit Trefi^ whose 
leaves are set lor the faeaUng of the nations, is 
once cast therein — ^become sweet, sM we drink 
thereof with pleasure. Exod. xv. 23 — 25. 

Why should I fear the darkest hour, 
Or tremble at the tempest's power ? 
Jesus vouchsafes to be my Tower. 

Though hot the fight, why quit the field. 
Why must I either flee or yield ? 
Since Jesus is my mighty Shield. 

When creature comforts fade and die, 
Worldlings may weep, but why should I ? 
Jesus still lives, and still is nigh. 

Though all the flocks and herds were dead. 
My soul a famine need not dread. 
For Jesus is my living Bread. 

I know not what may soon betide. 
Or bow my wants shall be supply'd ; 
iBut Jesus knows, and will provide. 

Though sin oft fills me with distress, 
The throne of grace 1 dare address. 
For Jesdb is my Righteousness. 

c 2 
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Though jfaint my prayers, and cold my love. 
My stedfast hope shall not remove, 
Vfbile Jsflus intercedes above. 

Agamst me earth and hell combine ; 
But on my side is power divine ; 
Jesus is all, and He is mine. 



In connection with Heb. iv. 14—^16. we 
may say : 

When gathering clouds around I view. 
And days are dark, and friends are few. 
To Him I look, who, not in vain, 
Ezperienc'd every human pain ; 
He sees my griefs, allays my fears, 
Aiid counts,' and treasures up, my tears. 

If wounded love my bo6om swell, 
DeceiVd by those I pria'd too well, 
He shall His pitying aid bestow 
Who felt on earth severer woe ; 
At once betray'd, denied, orfled. 
By all that sharM His daily bread. 
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Wken vexing thoughts within me rise. 
And, sore dismay'd, my spirit dies, 
Yet He who once vouchsafd to bear 
The sickening anguish of despair. 
Shall sweetly soothe, shall gently dry. 
The throbbing heart, the streaming eye. 

And O I when I have safely past 
Tbcough every conflict but the last. 
Still, still unchanging waits beside 
My death-bed anguish, He who died : 
Points to the realms of cloudless day, 
And wipes.the latest tear away. 

John xi. 30, suggests particular consolations 
under bereavements: — 

When sorrowing, o'er some stone I bend 
Which covers all that was a friend. 
That Saviour sees the tears I shed. 
Who wept Himself o'er Lazarus dead. 

And at such times we should particularly 
consider the w^V^le passage, 1 Thess. iv. 13—18, 
which is more especially intended for our direc- 
tion and consolation under such circumstances.] 
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Is not the Spirit promised as a Com- 
forter ? 

" I will pray the Father, and He shall give you 
another Comforter, that He may abide with 
you for ever; even the Spirit of Truth ; whom 
the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him 
not, neither knoweth Him : but ye know Him ; 
for He dwelleth with you and shall be in you. 
I will not leave you comfortless : I will come to 
you." John xiv. 16 — 18. 

** But when the Comforter is come, whom I 
will send unto you from the Father, evea the 
Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth from the 
Father, He shall testify of me." John xv. 26. 

" Nevertheless, I tell you the truth ; it is 
expedient for you that I go away : for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you ; but if I depart, I will send Him unto 
you." John xvi. 7. 

[Consider here both the infinite glory and 
dignity of the blessed Comforter, and the man- 
ner in which He discharges His gracious office. 
He is the Eternal God, one with the Father and 
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the Son ; and He comforts us by testifying of 
Christ, — by taking of the things which are His 
and showing them to us. John xvi. 14. 6ut 
of mere love and grace He condescends to dwell 
in us and eomfort usy-^poor simiers 83 veare, 
and wandering through a vale of tears. How 
earnestly then should we invite His visits, bow 
thankfully receive them I— how gladly and care- 
fully should we cherish and obey His godly 
motions 1 — ^how should we watch and pray, 
lest by any means we should grieve the Holy 
Spirit, and tempt Him to withdraw the comforts 
of his presence I Ephes. iv. 30. 

If affliction comes upon us, which is more 
pcrticalarly of an inward and spiritual nature, 
we should immediately inquire. Wherein have 
we grieved the Spirit, and provoked Him to 
withdraw His blessed influences ? This is often 
dooe by resisting reiterated solicitations to duty, 
to which He has stirred up our consciences,^- 
or by shutting out and despising that glorious 
revelation of the fulness of Christ to our souls, 
which is His special work, and the source of all 
genuine Evangelical consolation.] 
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[When the soul has somewhat tasted the 
sweetness of the foregoing considerations, and 
is in some measure brought to repose in Christ, 
we may then proceed to consider more es- 
pecially the true nature and scriptural -view of 
affliction ; and the holy ends and purposes which 
it is designed to answer.] 

Is not this the portion of Go^s people f 

" For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth^ 
and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth. 
If ye endure chastening, Goddealeth with you as 
with sons ; for what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not? But if ye be without chas- 
tisement, whereof all are partakers, then are 
ye bastards, and not sons." Heb. zii. 6—8. 

" Take> my brethren, the prophets, who 
have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an 
example of suffering affliction and of patience. 
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Behold, vrt count them happy which endure. 
Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have 
seen the end of the Lord ; that the Lord is very 
pitiful, and of tender mercy." James v. 10, 1 1. 

Must I be carried to the skies 

In flowery beds of ease, 
Whilst others struggled for the prize, 

And sail'd through bloody seas ? 

L^ us also consider well such texts as these : 
'* We must, through much tribulation, enter 
into the kingdom of God." Acts xiv. 22. 

** No man should be moved by these af- 
flictions: for yourselves know that we are 
appointed thereunto. For verily, when we 
were with you, we told you before that we 
should sufifer tribulation; even as it came to 
pass, and ye know." 1 Thess. iii. 3, 4. 
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Ig not tribulation a mark of my calling ? 



(< 



Even hereunto were ye cilled: because 
Christ also saifered for us, leaying ua an ex- 
ample, that ye should follow His steps : Who 
did no sin, neither waa guile found in His 
mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled 
not again; when He sufEBred, He threatened 
not; but committed Himself to Him that 
judgeth righteously." 1 Peter ii. 21—23. 

" And He said to them all. If any man will 
Come after Me, let him deny himself; and take 
up his cross daily, and follow Me.*' Luke 
ix. 23. 

Did I meet no trials here. 
No chastisement by the way : 

Might I not with reason fear 
I should prove a cast-away ? 

Bastards may escape the rod. 
Sunk in earthly vain delight ; 

But the true-bom child of God 
Must not, would not, if he might. 
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[It seems very strange to the carnal under- 
standing of man^ that Afflictions should be 
tokens and proofs of God's loye: yet they ought 
always so to be regarded. Were God pleased to 
destroy us, it would be only needful to say, 
''Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone," 
(Hos. iy. 17.) and to leave us to ourselves. 
9ut He doth not so deal with us. He is mindful 
of us: He watches over us: He rebukes and 
chastens us : He labours to awaken and instruct 
us. Doth this look like hatred? Nay, here 
are plain proofs of persevering love, which will 
not give us up.] 

Are not all my Trials and Sufferings 
intended for my good t 

'* They verily for a few days chastened us after 
their own pleasure; but He for our profit, that 
we might be partakers of His holiness. Now 
no chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous : nevertheless afterward 
it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness 
unto them which are exercised thereby." Heb. 
xU. 10, 11. 
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*' It is better to go to the house of mourning^ 
than to go to the house of feasting : for that is 
the end of all men ; and the living will lay it to 
his heart. Sorrow is better than laughter : for 
by the sadness of the countenance the heart is 
niade better. The heart of the wise is in the 
bouse of mourning ; but the heart of fools Lr 
in the house of mirth." Eccl. yii. 2—4. 

[As this is an unquestionable truth, iiistea4 
of poring upon our afflictions, to which corrupt 
nature is always too prone, let us look more at 
the glorious and gracious end for which they 
are designed — which is no less than to prepare 
U8 for eternal blessedness. Let us then have 
"respect unto the recompense of the reward^^ 
and then surely with Moses we shall deliberately 
choose "to suffer affliction with the people 
of God, rather than to ei\joy the pleasures of 
sin for a season." Heb. ii, 25, 26. 

But we are apt to say in our hearts, ' This ik 
such a grievous chastisement : anything else 
1 could have borne.' But it should be remem- 
bered that if it were not grievous, it wonld be 
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no chastisement ; and therefore could not answer 
the holy, gracious, ai^d blessed ends for which 
chastisement is designed. If we did not feel 
the rod. It would do us no good. It is needful 
that it should smite us in some tender part. 
"What folly then is it, to wish only for such 
chastisement as would be no chastisement^ 
atalll] 

Is not Affliction suited to mortify the 
flesh ? 

'* We are troubled on every side, yet not dis- 
tressed ; we are perplexed, but not in despair ; 
Persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast down, but 
not destroyed ; Always bearing about in the 
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
alfloof Jesus might be made manifest in our 
body. — For which cause we isint not; but 
though our outward man perish, yet the inward 
man is renewed day by day. For our light 
a^iction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory; While we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not 
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seen : for the things which are seen are tem- 
poral; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal." 2 Cor. iv. 8—10, 16—18. 

"And lest I should be exalted above measure 
througii the abundance of the revelations, there 
was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the 
messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should 
be exalted above measure. For this thing T 
besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart 
from me. And He said unto me, My grace is 
sufficient for thee : for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore 
will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefotre 
I take pleasure in infirmities, in rqproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses, for 
Christf s sake : for when I am weak, then am I 
strong." 2 Cor. xii. 7—10. 

[That afflictions are intended for our rml, 
oar tpiritual good, is clearly revealed in the 
Scriptures already quoted. This is therefore to 
be received without questioning, eu a matter of 
faith, even before we are enabled to discern, or 
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coDoeive of, my benefit xesuUing from tbe 
yisitatioDi. 

But having settled in our rainds that it ia so, 
we may afterwards proceed to the cooBideration, 
Wherein ia it beneficial, or calculated to be so ? 
For this is the Scriptural order and method: 
fiiBt/a»^, then hnowledgey experience, vidians 
first we receive upon the testimony of God, 
what is written in His faithful word : this is 
altogether right and reasonable : it is what we 
owe to Eternal Truth and WiBdom. But if we 
act towaxds God as it becomes the creature to 
act towards the Creator^ — ^the finite towards the 
Infinite, — the humble child towards the heavenly 
and eternal Father, — then it comes to pass in 
due time, that God deals with us as reasonable 
and intelligent creatures, — not as brute beasts 
or mere machines, and gradually leads us to a 
dear comprehension and spiritual understand- 
ing of those things, which we had first receiTed 
by bumble faith, content, without questioning, 
to take Him at His word. Thus the Apostle 
lays : " Howbeit we spealc wisdom among them 
that are perfect,** for those who are perfect, or 
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mature^ in grace, are enabled to discern excel- 
lent and divine wisdom in those things which 
to the natural man are a stumbling-block 
and foolishness. And so it is especially in 
regard to afflictions. We ought at once to 
believe that they are sent in mercy, for onr 
good. Afterwards we skcUl find it : we shall 
see it. The Scripture itself gives us distinct 
lessons on the subject, and points out the 
benefits which we may expect to derive 
from affliction, — of which the three here 
mentioned are the chief; and indeed, duly 
considered, they will be found to include all 
others.] 

Is it not suited to wean me from earth ? 

'' Arise ye, depart ; for this is not your re^t : 
because it is polluted, it shall destroy you, even 
with a sore destruction." Mic. ii. 10. 

" Let us go forth therefore unto Him with- 
out the camp, bearing His reproach. For here 
have we no continuing city, but we seek one to 
come." Heb. xiii. 13, 14. 
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Another and another fearful blow 1 

My earthly hopes and comforts all o*erthrown ! 

And I am left, or shall be left, alone-— 
An exile in this wilderness of woe I 
'Tis well : from this time forward I shall know 

That in the Lord all comfort must be sought, 

That by His power and grace it must be 
wrought, 
And from this only fountain it must flow. 
O faithless, whom such foretaste doth not cheer I 

I shall exult, if with the steady hand 
Of Faith, triumphant oyer doubt and fear, 

I use even pain and anguish to withstand 
The base affections that would bind me herCi 

A sensual captive in a slavish band* 



** We've no abiding city here ; *' 
Sad truth I were this to be our home : 

But let the thought our spirits cheer, 
<* We seek a city yet to come." 

D 
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** We've no abiding city here,' 

Then let us live as pilgrims do ; 
Let not the world our rest appear ; 

But let us haste from all below. 

"We've no abiding city here," 

We seek a City out of sight; 
Zion its name, — thk Lord is therk ; 

It shines with everlasting light. 

Zion 1— Jehovah is her strength ! 

Secure she smiles at all her foes ; 
And weary travellers at length 

Within her sacred walls repose. 

O svreet abode of peace and love, 
Where pilgrims freed from toil are blest 1 

Had I the pinions of the dove, 
rd fly to thee and be at rest. 

Is not all designed and adapted to make 
me long for heaven ? 

'* For we know that if our earthly house of 
this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a build- 
ing of God, an house not made with hands. 
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eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, 
earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our 
house which is from heaven : If so be that being 
clothed we shall not be fbund naked. For we 
that are in this tabernacle do- groan, being 
burdened : not for that we would be unclothed, 
but clothed upon, that mortality might be 
swallowed up of life." 2 Cor. v. 1—4, 

"And not only they^ but ourselves also, 
which have the first-fruits of the Spirit, even 
we ourselves groan within ourselves^ waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body. For we are saved by hope: but hope 
that is seen is not hope : for what a man seeth, 
why doth he yet hope for ? But if we hope for 
what we see not, then do we with patience wait 
for it." Rom. viii. 23—25. 

[It is a sad and most humiliating proof of 
the corruption of our nature, — of the earthly- 
mindedness and carnality that cleave to us^— 
that the glory and blessedness of heaven is not 
of itself sufficient to draw up all our thoughts 
and affections thither. But so it is '.-^and we 

D 2 
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must bless God that He driyes us with yMpB 
and scourges from misery to blessedness,-- from 
sin, darkness and pollution, to light, purity and 
glory, — from' earth to heaven. 

Let us understand and remember that it is 
one of the gracious promises of that everlasting 
Covenant, which is ordered in all things and 
sure, that ** If His children forsake My law, and 
walk not in My judgments ; If they break My 
statutes, and keep not My commandments : 
Then will I visit their transgressions with the 
rod, and their iniquity with stripes.*' How 
gracious is it of our God, that whensoever we 
wander from His ways. He will drive us back, 
— ^though it be with the strokes of His chas- 
tising rod 1 

Observe the distinction marked by the Apos^ 
(2 Cor. V. 4.) ; "Not for that we would be 
ttnclothed : ** He was not weary of life ; he was 
not fretful or impatient : " but clothed ttpMi, 
that mortality might be swallowed up of life i " 
he desired earnestly something more excellent, 
fW>m a clear view of the unspeakable blessedness 
of heaven, which drew out his heart in longing 
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desires for the ei\)oyment of it. Worldly men 
often desire to be unclothed : they are weary of 
life : yea> so as even in impious impatience to lay 
violent hands upon themselves: but the Christian 
knows how much he has to be thankful for, even 
here below : he is therefore not only a patient, 
bttt & joyful and grateful pilgrim : but he longs 
for more abundant, for satisfying blessings ; and 
therefore presses onward towards heaven.] 



Let me learn submission. 

''And there went out fire from the Lord, 
and devoured them, (i. e. Nadab and Abihu, 
the sons of Aaron) and they died before the 
Lord. And Moses said unto Aaron» This is that 
the Lord spake, saying, I will be sanctified in 
them that come nigh me, and before all the 
people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his 
peace." Lev. x. 2, 3, 6, 7. 

" Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and 
shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground 
and worshipped, and said. Naked came I out 
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of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return 
thither : the Lord gaye, and the Lord hath 
taken away ; blessed be the name of the Lord. 
In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God 

foolishly. ^What ? shall we receive good at 

the hand of God, and shall we not receive evilt 
In all this did not Job sin with his lips." Job i. 
20—22 ; ii. 10. 

" And the king said. What have I to do with 
you, ye sons of Zeruiah? so let him curse, 
because the Lord hath said unto him, Curse 
David. Who shall then say, Wherefore hast 
thou done so? And David said to Abishai, and 
to all his servants. Behold, my son, which came 
forth of my bowels, seeketh my life : how much 
more now may thb Bei\jamite do it ? let him 
alone, and let him curse; for the Lord hath 
bidden him. It may be that the Lord will look 
on mine afiUction, and that the Lord will requite 
me good for his cursing this day." 2 Sam. xvi. 
10—12. 

" Also the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying, Son of man, behold, I take away from 
thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke : yet 
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neither sfaalt thou mourn nor weep» neither 
shall thy tears run down. Forbear to cry, 
make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire 
of thine head upon thee, and put on thy shoes 
upon thy feet, and cover not thy lips, and eat 
not the bread of men. So I spake unto the 
people in the morning ; and at even my wife 
died ; and I did in the morning as I was com- 
manded." Ezek. xxiT. 15 — 18. 

"He was oppressed, vnd He was afflicted, 
yet He opened not His mouth : He is brought as 
a lamb to the slaughter/ and as a sheep before 
her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not Hit 
mouth.— ^And the high-priest arose, and said 
unto Him, Answerest Thou nothing? what is 
it which these witness against Thee ? But Jesus 
held His peace. — ^And wh^ He was accused 
of the chief priests and elders. He answered 
nothing. Then said Pilate unto Him, Hearest 
Thou not how many things they witness against 
Thee ? And He answered him to never a word ; 
insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly." 
Isa. liii. 7. Matt. zxvi. 62, 63. zzvu. 12^14« 

" And He went a little farther, and fell on 
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HU fiice, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it 
be pottible, let this cup pass from me : never- 
theless not as I will, but as Thou wilt. — He went 
away again the second time, and prayed, saying, 
O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from 
me, except I drmk it. Thy will be done." Matt. 
xxvi. 89, 42. 

[We find not unfrequently that those who 
can submit without a murmur to afflictions, 
which come more immediately from the Lord, 
and in the way of manifest dispensations of His 
Providence, are yet exceedingly fretted and 
irritated, when the unkindness and wickedness 
of men is the more immediate cause of their 
trouble and distress. But the natural feelings 
of anger, pride, and resentment, are plainly 
contrary to the precept and example of Him 
who says, " But I say unto you. That ye resist 
not evil : but whosoever shall smite thee on 
thy right cheek, turn to him the other also :" 
and 'again, '* But I say unto you. Love your 
enemiies, bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them which 
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dispitefoily use you and persecute you t That 
ye may be the children of your father which is 
in heaven." (Matt. y. 39, 44, 45.) Any in* 
dulgence of such feelings is therefore utterly 
uiyustifiable* And these feelings assume a yet 
"more awful character, when they blind our eyes, 
and shut up our hearts, agiunst the acknow- 
ledgment of Grod's overruling and all-controlling 
Providence, in those events which are brought 
about by wicked instruments, and those chas- 
tisements which are inflicted by means of 
ignorant and perverse and sinful men. If it be 
not seen, and humbly acknowledged, that the 
wicked is a sword in God's hand, — (Psalm zvii. 
13.) and our enemies the rods which He is 
often pleased to use in chastising us, — (Isa. x. 5.) 
we shall be apt, in the mere indulgence of human 
passions, to justify ourselves in fretting against 
the Lord. In reference to this kind of trial, the 
example of David, as quoted from 2 Sam. xvi. 
is especially to be commended to our attention 
and imitation. And still more it behoves the 
Christian to study the example of Him, "Who. 
when he was reviled, reviled not again," and. 
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when hewas buffeted, and mocked, and scourged, 
and spit upon, submitted with such silent medc- 
ness and patience, that those who . beheld 
" marvelled greatly." What? did our Saviour 
endure all these insults, indignities, and crueltiea 
from sinful men without a murmur, and shall 
•infill men, who profess His name, be unwilling 
to endure reproach and contradiction and injuries 
from their fellow-creatures ? Have we pierced 
and crucified our Saviour by our past sins and 
transgressions, and shall we crucify Him afresh 
by persevering in conduct so contrary to the 
example He hath left us ? With such consider* 
ations, and with frequent contemplation of such 
examples as are above selected from the Scrip- 
tures, let us seek to impress our minds and 
hearts with the folly and wickedness of our 
resentful murmurings, and with the sweetness 
and desirableness of a contrary frame of spirit. 
And let us make it our daily prayer that every 
fretful temper and evii disposition within us 
may be subdued and purified to ** the meekness 
and the gentleness of Christ : " for " this is 
thankwortbyy" (or " thii it grace ") " if a man 
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for conscience toward God endure grief, suffer- 
ing wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, when 
ye be boffeted for your foults, ye shall take it 
patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer 
for it, ye take it patiently ; this is acceptable 
with God." (1 Pet. ii. 19, 20.) 

The instant and entire submission, in cases 
of sudden and severe affliction, is to be especially 
noted in Aaron, Job, andEzekiel.] 

Lord, who hast suffer'd all for me 

My peace and pardon to procure ; 
The lighter cress I bear for thee. 

Help me with patience to endure. 

The storm of loud repining hush, 
I would in humble silence mourn ; 

Why should th' unburnt, though burning bush. 
Be angry as the crackling thorn ? 

Man should not fisint at Thy rebuke. 

Like Joshua falling on his face ; 
When the curs'd thing that Achan tooky 

Brought Israel into just disgrace. 
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Perhaps some golden wedge suppreaa'd, 
. Some secret sin offends my God ; 
Perhaps that Babylonish vest. 

Self-righteousness, provokes the rod. 

Ah ! were I buffeted all day, 

Mock'd crown'd with thorns, and spit upon ; 
I yet should have no right to say, 

My great distress is mine alone. 

Let me not angrily declare, 
No pain was ever sharp like mine; 

Nor murmur at the cross I bear. 
But rather weep, remembering Thine. 



O Lord, my best desire fulfil. 

And help me to resign; 
Life, health, and comfort to Thy will. 

And make Thy pleasure mine. 

Why should I shrink at Thy command. 
Whose love forbids my fears ? 

Or tremble at the gracious hand 
That wipes away my tears i 
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No, rather let me freely yield 

What most I prize to Thee ; 
Who never hast a good withheld. 

Or wilt withhold from me« 

Thy favour all my journey through. 

Thou art engaged to grant ; 
What else I want, or think I do, 

'Tis better still to want. 

Wisdom and mercy guide my way. 

Shall I resist them both ? 
A poor blind creature of a day, 

And cru^h'd before the moth I 

But ah ! my inward spirit cries, 

Still bind me to thy sway ; 
Else the next cloud that veils my skies. 

Drives all these thoughts away. 

And be more anxiotu that trials should he 
sanctified than removed, 

** O Lord, correct me, but with judgment; 
not in Thine anger, lest Thou bring me to 
nothing." Jer. x. 24* 
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** My son, despise not the chastening of the 
Lord; neither be weary of His correction." 
Prov. iii. 11. 

'' For though I made you sorry with a letter, 
I do not repent, though I did repent : for I per- 
ceive that the same epistle hath made you sorry, 
though it were but for a season. Now I rcgoice, 
not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sor- 
rowed to repentance : for ye were made sorry 
after a godly manner, that ye might receive 
damage by us in nothing. For godly sorrow 
worketh repentance unto salvation not to be 
repented of: but the sorrow of the world 
worketh death. For behold this self-same thing, 
that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what care- 
fulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing 
of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what 
fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what 
zeal, yea, what revenge ! In all things ye have 
approved yourselves to be clear in this matter." 
2Cor. vu. 8— 11. 

" My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall 
into divers temptations; knowing this, that the 
trying of your faith worketh patience. But 
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let patience have her perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing." 
James i. 2 — 4. 

" I wiU bear the indignation of the Lord, 
because I have sinned against Him, until He 
plead my cause, and execute judgment for me: 
He will bring me forth to the light, and I shall 
behold his righteousness. Mic. vii. 9. 

[It would be a sad thing indeed that our trials 
should be removed, without being sanctified, and 
made effectual to the end for which they were 
sent. Alasl that we were more apt to reflect 
that by fretting against the rod, we sin against 
our own mercies, thrust aside the intended bene* 
fit, and often prolong our trials,-'Or even make 
it needful that heavier should be appointed, till 
we are broken to pieces, and humbled in the dust 
with stroke upon stroke 1 

If then we desire that our trials should be 
sanctified, let us remember that our first duty 
and best wisdom is, to "turn to Him that 
smiteth us." The lightest stroke of His rod is 
a eall to attention^ by which the Lord says. 
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* Poor erring child, I have something to teach 
thee: listen to the instructions of a Father:' 
and it ought to be a sufficient one. But if this 
call be neglected, a louder call and naore severe 
vill follow. And when there comes a heayy 
stroke of affliction, this is indeed a solemn call 
to humble ourselves in the very dust before God, 
and to say from our inmost souls, " Speak, 
Lord, for Thy servant heareth." Let us observe 
too that those who would not turn to Him that 
smote them, are severely threatened. See Isa. 
ix. 12 — 14, as quoted below. 

The passage from 2 Cor. vii. beautifully sets 
forth the effects of godly sorrow. O that our 
afflictions might work in us the same blessed 
fruits! 

That from Micah perhaps sets forth as fully, 
in few words, the temper in which we should 
desire to wait upon God, under heavy trials and 
afflictions, as any one which could be adduced. 
In that one verse, patience and submission, — an 
humble disposition to accept of the punishment 
of iniquities, which are ingenuously confessed, — 
and evangelical hope in the tender mercy and 
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the faithfulness of God, are repiesented as most 
sweetlj united. 



Such considerations and reflections as the 
foregoing, will aptly he followed by serious 
self-examination. Put then the following ques- 
tions to thy soul. 

Has suffering brought me nearer to God ? 

*' Thou shalt remember all the way which 
the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in 
the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove 
thee» to know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no." 

** Thou shalt also consider in thine heart» 
that, as a man chasteneth his son, so the Lord 
thy God chasteneth thee. Therefore thou shalt 
keep the commandments of the Lord thy God^ 
to walk in His ways, and to fear Him." Deut. 
viii. 2, 5, 6. 

" I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the 
ear : but now mine eye seeth Thee. Where« 

s 
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fore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes." Job xlii. 6, 6. 

" The people tumeth not unto Him that 
smiteth them, neither do they seek the Lord 
of Hosts. Therefore the Lord will cut off from 
Israel head and tail, branch and rush, in one 
day." Isaiah ix. 13, 14. 

'* O Lord, are not Thine eyes upon the 
truth ? Thou hast stricken them, but they have 
not grieved; Thou hast consumed them, but 
they have refused to receive correction : they 
have made their faces harder than a rock ; they 
have refused to return. Therefore I said. 
Surely these are poor; they are foolish: for 
they know not the way of the Lord, nor the 
judgement of their God. I will get me unto 
the great men, and will speak unto them ; for 
they have known the way of the Lord, and the 
judgement of their God : but these have al« 
together broken the yoke, and burst the bonds. 
Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall sli^y 
them, and a wolf of the evenings shall spoil 
them, a leopard shall watch over their cities : 
every one that goeth out thence shall be torn ia 
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pieceB : becaitse their transgressions are many, 
and their backslidings are increased." Jer« 
V. 3 — 6. 

[In conversing once with a godd man, who 
had been heavily afl9icted« I was much struck 
with the anxiety he expressed to know, whether 
the end was gained for which those trials were 
mtended? This seemed to be the one pmnt 
about which he was most deeply concerned : 
and this at once commended itself to my mind 
as the language and feeling of a man of God. 

In the two passages quoted from Isaiah and 
Jeremiah, it should be particularly observed 
that continued impenitence, and the want of 
improvementi under suffering and under the 
lighter strokes of the rod, exposes us to the 
fiercest infliction of Divine judgements, and to 
irremediable destruction. For chastisement is 
a last resource : that to which the God of all 
goodness and mercy does not ordinarily appeal, 
till other means have been tried long and with- 
out effect. If thu, therefore, through our 
perverseness and obstinacy, should be long 

K a 
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continued, but in vain, tliere is nothing to be 
expected but judgement and wrath to the utter- 
most. '' He, that being often reproved hardeneth 
his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy.*' Prov. xziz. 1. Chastisement ^ 
we should remember, is only another kind of 
reproof, and the ideas are often connected. 
Rev. iii. 19. 

What then shall we think of those who, in 
the midst of auctions and sore bereavements^ 
are seeking to drown thought in carnal plea- 
sures and worldly amusements? Who, while 
God (by the strokes of His rod) says, ' Stop and 
think,' by their conduct say, ' No, we wiU not 
think : we wiU go on in the way of the world, 
even though it should lead us to destruction ? ' 
There are such persons : persons too, who pro- 
fess and call themselves Christians. Some such 
may be known to those who will read these 
reflections. Have they not claims on your 
compassion and your prayers T But alas I what 
mortal voice can utter a cry so shrill and pier- 
cing at to awaken and alarm them, when God's 
chastening scourge hath spoken in vain f when 
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they will not hear the rod, and Him who hath 
appointed it ? ] 

Have afflictions made God^a word more 
sweet ? 

" Unless the Lord had been my help, my soqI 
bad almost dwelt in silence. VThen I said. 
My foot slippeth ; Thy mercy, O Lord, held me 
up. In the multitude of my thoughts within 
me Thy comforts delight my soul." Psalm 
xdv. 17—19. 

" Before I was afiSicted I went astray : but 
now have I kept Thy word. — It is good for me 
that I have been afiOicted ; that I might learn 
Thy statutes." Psalm cxix. 67,71. 

[How much is there of the sweetness of God's 
word which we only taste in the seasons of 
tribolation and affliction ! And how many 
have found it precious at such times, who had 
lightly regarded it in prosperity 1 If then I do 
not And that word to be more sweet and precious 
in connection with my sufferings^ and in con- 
sequence of what I endure, is it not an alarming 



54 THOUGHTS 

proof of a very questionable state of soul? Is 
there not reason to fear that I am sinkmg into 
an awful frame ? ] 

Before I knew Thy chastening rod. 

My feet were apt to stray ; 
But now I learn to know Thy word. 

Nor wander from the way. 

Have my trials made my prayers mare 
humble and earnest ? 

" Is any among you afflicted ? let him pray.** 
James ▼. 13. 

*'Then Jacob, was greatly afraid and dis- 
tressed : and he divided the people that was 
with him, and the flocks, and herds, and the 
camels, into two bands; and said. If Esau 
come to the one company, and smite it, then 
the other company which is left shall escape. 
And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, 
and God of my father Isaac, the Lord which 
saidst unto me. Return unto thy country, and 
to thy kindred, and I will do well with thee : 
I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies', 
and of all the truth, which Thou liast shewed 
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tinto Thy servant ; for with my staff I passed 
over this Jordan ; and now I am become two 
bands. Deliver me, I pray Thee, from the hand 
of my brother, from the hand of Esau : for I 
fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and 
the mother with the children. And Thou saidst, 
I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed 
as the sand of the sea, which cannot be num^ 
bered for multitude.-'And Jacob was left alone ; 
and there wrestled a man with him until the 
breaking of the day. And when He saw that 
He prevailed not against him. He touched the 
hollow of his thigh ; and the hollow of Jacob's 
thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with 
Him. And He said. Let me go, for the day 
breaketh : And he said, I will not let Thee go> 
except Thou bless me. And He said unto him. 
What is thy name ? And he said, Jacob. And 
He said. Thy name shall be called no more 
Jacob, but Israel : for as a prince bast thou 
power with Grod and with men, and hast pre- 
vailed. And Jacob asked Him, and said, Tell 
me, I pray Thee, Thy name. And He said, 
Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after My 
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name ? And He blessed him there. And Jacob 
called the name of the place Peniel : for I have 
seen Grod face to face, and my life is preserved,*' 
Gen. xxxii. 7 — 12, 24 — 30. 

*' He took his brother by the heel in the "womb, 
and by his strength he had power with God. 
Yea, he had power over the Angel, and pre^ik 
vailed : he wept and made supplication, unto 
Him : he found Him in Bethel, and there He 
spake with us ; even the Lord God of hosts ; 
the Lord is His memorial. Therefore turn thou 
to thy God : keep mercy and judgement, and 
wait on thy God continually." Hosea xii. 3 — 6* 

[It is a very sweet proof of Jacob's Christian 
spirit that^ in this his time of distress, he begins 
not with complaint and deprecation, but with 
praise and thanksgiving ; as one whose heart 
was overflowing with the sense of God's un- 
deserved goodness and mercy. We should keep 
this in remembrance, and especially in times of 
affliction; should begin our devotions with a 
thankful acknowledgement of the unmerited mer- 
cies which are ftt abundantly pouring upon us. 



IN AFFLICTION. 57 

Observe in the passage. Gen. xxxii. 24 — 30. 
the true nature of prayer. Do we know any 
thing of this holy wrestling ? When we pray, 
are all the powers and faculties of our minds, 
all the feelings and affections of our hearts, 
engaged in the exercise? and this not in our 
own strength, but in the power of the Spirit, 
who helpeth our infirmities ? 

Observe, too, that from this wrestling, Jacob 
had the name of Israel. And the Church is the 
Israel of God, only so fieu: as it is characterized 
by sueh wrestlings with the Lord for spiritual 
blessings. We do not belong to that Israel, 
unless by such earnest striving in prayer we 
have gotten to .ourselves that name, which 
belongs to none but those, who have both 
wrestled and gained the victory. 

The passage from Hosea is important, as it 
ascertains beyond a question the true force and 
meaning of the passage in Genesis, and this, 
not upon the dubious ground of human inter* 
pretation^ but on the indisputable authority of 
the Holy Ghost, explaining in one place what 
He had spoken in another. 
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If pain afflict, or wrongs oppress, 
If cares distract, or fears dismay. 

If giiilt deject, if sin distress. 
The remedy's befwe thee : pray. 

Trials make the promise sweet ; 

Trials give new life to prayer ; 
Trials bring me to His feet, — 

Lay me low, and keep me there.] 

Have my afflictions taught me sympathy? 

** Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort ; Who comforteth us in all 
our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble by the comfort 
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. 
For ajs the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so 
our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. And 
whether we be afflicted, it is for your oonsolation 
and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring 
of the same sufferings which we also suffer : or 
whether we be comforted, it is for your con- 
sola,tion and salvation." 2 Cor. i. 3 — 6. 
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*' Rejoice 'with them that do rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep«" Rom. xii. 15. 

"And whether one member suffer, all the 
members suffer with it: or one member be 
honoured, all the members rejoice with it." 
1 Cor. xii. 26. 

[The Tast and special importance of Afflictions 
in this respect may be partly understood, from 
the cold and deaf ear which those who are in 
trouble and affliction are so apt to turn to ail 
exhortations and consolations, addressed to theod 
by persons whom they suppose to have had 
little or no experience of similar trials and 
afflictions. How readily do they then say, '* I 
have heard many such things : miserable com«. 
forters are ye all. Shall vain words have an 
end? or what emboldeneth thee that thou 
anawerest ? I also could speak as you do, if my 
soul were in your soul's stead." (Job xvi. 2—4.) 
But let any one sit down by your side and take 
your hand and say, ' Ah, my friend 1 I know 
what sorrow is. / have tasted of the same 
bitter cup, — yea drained it to the dregs,— of 
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vifAch you are now called to drink.'— is not 
your heart opened to him? do you not say 
within yourself, 'Here then is one who can 
tympathize ? ' and does not that thought im« 
mediately bring a kind and measure of consola- 
tion to your soul ? 

As then the afflictions of others teach them 
to sympathize with you, so yours should teach 
yeu to sympathize with others. And you shouM 
learn that Afflictions are choice and blessed 
means, when truly sanctified, of maintaining the 
sense, and strengthening the bond, of our vital 
and mystical union with one another in Christ. 
In other words, the Communion of Saints is 
hereby maintained. And we may observe that 
this Doctrine is never so truly and experimentally 
understood by the Church as in times of afflic- 
tion and persecution. When the storm is 
howling around, and when we know that the 
world is uttering curses and revilings against 
us, how sweet is the Communion which Chri9<- 
tlans then eijoy, when they meet together to 
read God's word, and sing, and praise, and pray 1 
How strong and lively is then the feeling of their 
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spiritual and. everlasting Union in Christ 1 Se6 
Acts iv. 23—31. 

Ministers of the Grospel are especially called 
to consider and improve their Afflictions, as 
means of qualifying them to sympathize with 
their afflicted fellow-Christians. And I have 
frequently observed that when I was called upon 
to administer spuritual consolation, there had 
been something in my own experience just 
before, — some trial and temptation, perhaps 
very painful, and apparently mysterious and 
unaccountable at the time, — ^which afterwards I 
could clearly see had been sent, in infinite wis- 
dom and mercy, to prepare me for the discharge 
of my office in the particular case, which unex- 
pectedly was brought before me, and which I 
was thereby enabled to meet. And when they 
are thus afflicted for the consolation and salva- 
tioD of others. Ministers may rightly be said, 
with the Apostle, "to fill up that which ia 
behind of the afflictions of Christ in their flesh 
for His body's sake, which is the Church." 
¥or Christ not only suffered, in order that He 
might make atonement for the sins of His people 
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(I Pet. iii. 18; Heb.z. 5--14) ; but also that 
He might sympathize with them (Heb. ii. 17r 
18; iv. 15). In regard to the former purpose 
He hath finished transgression and made an end 
of sins : nothing can be added to or taken from 
His perfect work : in the work of Redemption 
He is alone. But in regard to Sympathy^ all 
tliose whom Christ hath called to the Pastoral 
Office, and made partakers with Himsdf in the 
blessed work of binding up the brokenhearted 
and comforting them that mourn, must also be 
partakers of those sufferings which He endured, 
as the tender and sympathizing Shepherd and 
Bishop of our souls.] 

• 

Have they taught me diligence in inter- 
cession? 



« 



Remember them that are in bonds, as bound 
with them ; and them which suffer adversity, 
as being yourselves also in the body." Heb. 
xm. 3. 

" Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord 
Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, 
that ye strive together with me in your prayers 



IN AFFLICTION. 63 

to God for me ; that I may be delivered from 
them which do not believe in Judea ; and that 
my service which I have for Jerusalem may be 
accepted of the saints ; that I may come unto yon 
with joy by the will of Grod, and may with you 
be refreshed." Rom. xv. 30 — 32. 

[And let us in our intercessions think of them, 
who know not what it is to pray for themselves. 
Ohl if we could but conceive the choking, 
tearless, ' agony of one, who sees his dearest 
earthly delight and comforts withering away from 
his grasp, and has no God and no Saviour, to 
whom he could look for consolation and support, 
it would make us to be far more instant and 
earnest in prayer for them than we are. I have 
felt it. I know what it is. And sometimes when 
the thought comes across me in prayer, it brings 
tears of compassion into my eyes, and makes me 
indeed to intercede, after another method than 
usual, for those who are still as once I was 
myself.] 
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Art thou still tempted to murmur and repine 
at thy afflictions ? Then ask thyself again : 

Have I not Special Promises? 

** They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing pre- 
cious seed, shall doubtless come again with 
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." 
Psalm cxxvi. 5, 6. 

** When thou passest through the waters, I will 
be with thee ; and through the rivers, they shall 
not overflow thee : when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned ; neither shall 
the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord 
thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour." 
Isaiah xliii. 2, 3. 

" Blessed are they that mourn, for the/ shall 
be comforted." Matt. v. 4. 

[Of those promises and gracious declarations, 
which are addressed more especially to the 
afflicted, I have quoted but very few. Bat, if we 
examine, it is marvellous how large a portion 
of the Scriptures is more immediately directed 
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to them. So that if v/e never experienced any 
trials or sorrows, we should never be able to 
taste the sweetness of some of the most precious 
portions of Gk>d*8 word. For example, some of 
those which relate to the offices and character 
of our blessed Redeemer.] 

" A bruised reed shall he not break> and 
the smoking flax shall he not quench. He 
shall bring forth judgment unto truth." — 
Isa. xlii. 3. 

Which is quoted and expressly applied to 
our Lord. Matt. xii. 20. 

'* The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me ; 
because the Lord hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the meek : He hath sent me 
to bind up the broken- hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound ; To proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of ven- 
geance of our God ; to comfort all that mourn ; 
To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to 
give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy 
for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness; that they might be called trees of 

r 
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ri^teousnesft, the planting of the Lerd« that He 
might be glorified." Isa. xli. I — 3. 

Which our Lord read, and applied to Him- 
self in the synagogue at Nazareth. Luke iv. 
18—21. 

[And in full accordance with those propheciea, 
ve His own gracious invitations and promises.] 

" Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My 
yoke upon you, and learn of Me ; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart : and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For My yoke ia easy, and My 
burden is light." Matt. xi. 28—30. 

" I will not leave you comfortless : I will come 
to you. Peace I leave with you, My peace 1 
give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid. These things have I 
spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation : but be 
•f good cheer; I have overcome the world." 
Jobnxiv. 18, 27; xvi.33. 

[And ia not the blessed Spirit repeatedly 
named TOJt CoMFoi^vsa?] 
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Does not Go^s Word stand sure for 
ever and ever ? 

" God is not a man, that He Bhould lie ; nei- 
titer the Son of Man, that He should repent : 
hath He said, and shall He not do it ? or hath 
He spoken, and shall He not make it good ? " 
Num. xxiii. 19. 

" Behold, this day I am going the way of all 
the earth : and ye know in all your hearts and 
in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed 
of all the good things which the Lord your God 
spake concerning you; all are come to pass 
unto you, and not one thing hath failed there- 
of." Josh, xxiii. 14. 

** The voice said. Cry. And he said. What 
shall I cry? AU flesh is grass, and all thef 
goodliness thereof is as the flower of the fleld. 
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth; because 
the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it : surely 
the people is grass. The grass withereth, the 
flower fadeth : but the Word of our God shall 
stand tor ever." ^Isaiah xl. 6^8. 

'* Lift up youv eyesf to the heaTens, and look 

F a 
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upoirthe earth beneath : for the heavens shall 
yanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wasL 
old like a garment* and they that dweU therein 
shall die in like maaoer : but My salvation shall 
be .for ever, and My righteousness shall not be 
abolished." Isaiah li. 6. 

'* I the Lord have spoken it, and I will do it." 
Qtekiel xxzvi. 35. 

^*The Scripture cannot be broken." John 
X. 35. 

*' Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My 
words shall not pass away." Matt. xxiv. 35. 

" It is a faithful saying : for if we be dead 
with Him, we shall also live with Him ; if Y^e 
suflfer, we shall also reign with Him; if we 
deny Him, He also will deny us ; if we believe 
not^ yet He abideth faithful ; He cannot deny 
Himself." 2Tim.ii. 11—13. 

" God, willing more abundantly to shew 
unto the heirs of promise the immutability of 
His counsel, confirmed it by an oath ; thai by 
two immutable things, in which it was im- 
possible for God to lie, we migtit have a stroag 
consolation^ who have fled for refuge to lay 
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hold upon the hope set before us ; which hope 
ive have as an anchor of the soul, both sure 
and steadfast, and which entereth into that 
within the veil ; whither the Forerunner is lor 
us entered, even Jesus, made an High Priest for 
ever after the order of Meichisedec." Heb. 
vi. 17—20. 

" — ^By the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever. For all flesh is grass, and all 
the glory of man as the flower of grass. The 
gf ass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth 
away; but the word of the Lord endureth for 
ever. And this is the word which by the Gospel 
is preached unto you." 1 Peter i. 23 — 25. 

" These things saith the Amen, the faithful 
and true Witness, the beginning of the creation 
of God. — He that hath an ear, let him bear 
what the Spirit saith unto the churches." Rev. 
iii. 14, 22. 

[Here then is an unfailing fountain of oon- 
flolation and delight, in the deepest depths^ of 
afKction. Whatsoever else is uncertain, fading, 
perishing^ deceitfoly— the Word and Pronuae of 
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God, on which He bath caused us to hope, are 
sure, and faithful, and eternal ; more sure than 
the foundations of the heayens and the earth. 
Here then is something to lay hold of, some- 
thing to cling to, something on which the soul 
can rest with full assurance and repose, amidst 
all the changes and revolutions, trials, tempt- 
ations, and sorrows, of a world that lieth in 
wickedness, and is (we know not how soon) to 
be destroyed. 

Let then this be fully settled in our minds^ 
that this Word is given by inspiration of God ; 
that the Holy Ghost is the Author of every 
word from the beginning of Grenesis to the end 
of Revelation. Let no one by any pretences of 
critical learning, by any specious cavils, dif- 
ficulties, and objections, be suffered for one 
moment to shake our strong assurance of this 
truth. If there should be found any real dif- 
ficulties, we can safely and quietly leave them, 
till the light of heaven and of eternity shall 
remove them all ; but if we once begin to ques- 
tion the truth and certainty of any portion of 
God's Word, we know not whither this will 
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tend : it ^U inYolve ub in unthougfat of dif- 
ficultiet and perils: it will rob us of all sure 
and satisfying consolation, — perhs^s at those 
very seasons when most of all we need it^ Giye 
|)ace to the devil in the times of ease, and your 
oul shall smart for it in the days of trouble. 

And be it remembered that our English Bible 
if God's gift to the plain English Reader. Not 
S9 perfect indeed as to excuse those from reading 
tie original, lehocan ; but yet so excellent, that 
it well deserves to be received, studied, honour* 
ed, clung to^ with unspeakable thankfulness, by 
those 10^0 eatmot. And (as a general rule) 
tlioagh you may Usten to those who poi^t out 
a depth, or an accuraetf in the original, which is 
lost or overlooked in the translation : yet not 
to those who raally differ from, or contradict, 
the repeived version : much less to those who 
treat it with disrespect. 

Do not imagine that in thus insistitig on the 
discct verbal inspiration of the Scriptures, and 
the excellence of our authorized version, I am 
tumiag out of my way to discuss mere critical 
questnns. No: these questions are important 
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here, I am only insisting upon that, in which. 
you are practically and experimentally concern- 
ed, and on which, in time qf affliction, you will 
find your peace and comfort to depend ; — what- 
ever you, or the church at large, may think of it, 
in those seasons of outward prosperity, which arc 
too commonly accompanied with inward indif- 
ference and lukewarmness. 

When " thus it 13 written," and " thus th« 
Lord hath spoken," is sufficient with us t> 
Battle and decide every question, and answer, 
every difficulty, then we go upon sure ground, 
—we have that upon which the soul can repose 
in comfort and affliction, life and death, for time 
and for eternity. 

Well — ^what are ages and the lapse of time, 
Match'd against truths^ as lasting as subliipef 
Can length of years on God himself exact ? 
Or make that fiction, which was once a fact f 
No— marble and recording brass decay. 
And, like the 'graver's memory, pass away ; 
The works of man inherit, as is just. 
Their author's frailty, and return to dust : 
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But Truth divine for ever stands secure, 
Its head is guarded, as its base is sure ; 
Fix'd in the rolling flood of endless years. 
The pillar of the eternal plan appears. 
The raving storm and dashing wave defies,^* 
Built by that Architect who built the skies. 



Engrav'd as in eternal brass. 
The mighty promise shines ; 

Nor can the powers of darkness raze 
Those everlasting lines. 

Thine every word of grace is strong 
As that which built the skies ; 

The voice which rolls the stars along. 
Spake all the promises. 

My hiding place, my refuge-tower. 
And shield, art Thou, O Lord ; 

I firmly anchor all my hopes 
On Thy unerring word.' 
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Is not the Lard at hand? 

*' Let your moderation be kmrnn unto alt 
men. The Lord is at hand. — ^Be patient there^ 
fore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. 
Behold the husbandman waiteth f6r the precious 
fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, 
until he receive the early and latter rain. Be 
ye also patient ; stablish your hearts : for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh." Phil. iv. 5. 
James v. 7, 8. 

" But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which are asleep; 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have 
no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with Him. For this we 
say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we 
which are alive and remain unto the coming 
of the Lord, shall not prevent them which are 
asleep. For the Lord Himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God : and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first : then we which 
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are allye and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the doads, to meet the Lord in 
the air : and so ^all we eyer be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words/' I ThesB. iv. 13—18. 

' ' Our conversation is in heaven ; from whence 
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ: who shall change our vile body that it 
may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, 
according to the working whereby He is able 
even to subdue all things to Himself." Phil. ill. 
20, 21. 

" I am now ready to be offered, and the time 
of my departure is at hand. I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith : henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord» 
the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day : 
and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love His appearing." 2 Tim. iv. 6 — 8. 

[This reflection is a grand source of most 
abundant consolation to the people of God, 
under all manner of trials, — and especially 
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under reproach and persecution. The Lord is 
at hand ; and at His coming every enemy vill 
he suhdued, and trampled underneath His feet 
and ours ; and He Himself, in the fulness of 
His glory and His love, will wipe all tears for 
ever f^om our eyes. He also will raise from 
the grave, and glorify, the body : for of this it 
is expressly written :] 

'* It is sown in corruption ; it is raised in in- 
corruption : It is sown in dishonour ; it is raised 
in glory : it is sown in weakness ; it is raised in 
power : It is sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual body. For this corruptible must put 
on incomiption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality. So when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall 
have put on immortality, then shall be brought 
to pass the saying that is written. Death is 
swallowed up in victory." 

[So that the Christian may sing, even here 
upon earth,—] 

"O death, where is thy sting f O grave, 
where is thy victory? The sting of death is 
sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But 
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thanks be to God^ which giveth us the vietory 
through our Iiord Jesus Christ." I Cor. zt. 
42—44; 53 — 67. 

[It is not needful or proper here, to enter into 
any controversies respecting the tiroes and sea- 
sons "which the Father hath put in His own 
power." The grand practical point is tbisy— 
that /• Fcuth, these great events are akoays 
oUm at hand. They were dose at hand to the 
Apostles and Primitioe Christians (notwith- 
standing so many intervening Centuries) because 
they had Faith in exercise respecting them. To 
us they are far off (though nearer by eighteen 
hundred years, in point of time) because that 
Faith is wanting. It matters not whether, our 
calculations and interpretations make out that 
they shall take place to-mtrrroWy or more than a 
thousand years hence ; if Faith be not in exercise^ 
we shall have no profit, no edification, no com- 
fort, support, or encouragement from them ; 
but shall remain carnal, worldly, and wretched, 
in spite of any opinion we may embrace, as 
to their nearness in time.] 
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Will not all soon end in joy ? 

" For a smal] moment haire I forsaken 
thee ; but y/ith great mercies will I gather thee. 
In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a 
moment ; but with everlasting kindness will I 
have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Re^ 
deemer. For this is as the waters of Noah unto 
me : for as I have sworn that the waters of 
Noah should no more go over the earth ; so 
have I sworn that I would not be wrath with 
thee, nor rebuke thee. For the mountains shall 
depart, and the hills be removed ; but my kind- 
ness shall not depart from thee, neither shall 
the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the 
Lord that hath mercy on thee." Isaiah liv. 
7—10. 

" Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of His, and 
glive thanks at the remembrance of His holiness. 
For His anger endureth but a moment ; in His 
favour is life : weeping may endure for a night, 
but joy Cometh in the morning." PSalm izx. 
4,5.. 

" For the Lord will not cast off for ever : But 
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though He cause grief, yet will He have com- 
passion according to the multitude of His 
mercies." Lam. iii. 31, 32, 

[What can be more certain than the speedy 
and blessed end of afflictions^ to all that are 
indeed Christ's people ? (see Rom. viii. 28. and 
2 Cor. iv. 17.) Therefore the humble believer, 
whileitll things are withering around him, may 
sing in his pilgrimage to this e£fect — 

A little while, and then my race is run, 
My toils are ended and my conflicts done : 
For looking in the glass, from day to day, 
I seem to trace the progress of decay 
That slowly wears this mortal frame away. 
And (though not unrefresh*d by sacred song,' 
Murmur'd by Angel hosts that round me 

throng. 
Here on life's rugged path I creep along. 
Feeble and faint, — alone and friendless too,*- 
A weary traveller ; but with homb in view 1 
Then welcome every trial may befaL 1 
That HOKJB will more than make amemk for all. 
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And, with the sweet assurance it is mine, 
Let but some glimmering of its glory shine 
On my rough road, and I will not repine ; 
But, with the everlasting arms beneath. 
Still struggle forward to my latest breath, 
When weak, then strong to conquer hell and 

death ; 
For He that hath redeemed me with His blood 
Shall set me safe before the throne of God ! 



The following paraphrase of one of the most 
beautiful passages in Isaiah, has often appeared 
to me peculiarly sweet. 

Hear what God the Lord hath spoken, 

' O my people, funt and few. 
Comfortless, afflicted, broken I 

Fair abodes I build for you. 
Thorns of heartfelt tribulation 

Shall no more perplex your ways ; 
Ye shall name your walls, Salvation, 

And your gates shall all be Praise. 

Ye no more your suns descending 
Waning moons no more shall see 
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But, your griefs for ever ending. 

Find eternal noon in me : 
God shall rise, and shining o'er you, 

Change to day the gloom of night ; 
He, the Lord, shall be your glory, 

God your everlasting light.' ] 

And shall I not then hlets God for it ? 

** I know, O Lord, that Thy judgements are 
right, and that Thou in fedthfulness hast afflicted 
me." Psalm cxix. 75. 

"Let us lift up our heart with our hands 
unto God in the heavens." Lam. iii. 41. 

" Blessed is the man that endureth tempta- 
tion : for when he is tried, he shall receive the 
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to 
them that love Him." James i. 12. 

" And one of the elders answered, saying 
unto me. What are these which are arrayed in 
white robes ? and whence came they ? And I said 
unto him. Sir, thou knowest. And he said to 
VK, These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes^ and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb 

6 
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Therefore are they before the throne of God, 
and serve Him day and night in His temple : 
and He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell 
among them. They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more ; neither shall the sun 
light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb 
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed 
them, and shall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters : and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes." Rev. vii. 13 — 17. 

" Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or per- 
secution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword ? As it is written, For Thy sake we are 
killed all the day long; we are accounted as 
sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through 
Him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prind* 
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come. Nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from, the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord." Rom. viii. 35 — 39. 
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p^hen sometimes, even in our pilgrimage 
here below, we gain as it were the summit of a 
hill, and look back on all the way which the 
Lord our Grod hath led us in the wilderness^ 
how is the soul refreshed by seeing, how evi- 
dently He hath done all things well! — what 
infinite wisdom and mercy have marked out our 
path, and directed all our steps I — and most of 
all when He led us through dark and awful 
depths of trial and affliction. How often, at 
such seasons, even here on earth, are we con- 
strained, while we bless God for all things, to 
bless and praise Him, most of all, for our 
troubles and sorrows, — even the greatest and the 
deepest. Should we not then, in humble faith, 
assuredly expect, that we shall find reason to 
glorify His name for our present trials and afflic- 
tions too ? And how much more when we come 
at length to that eternal kingdom and glory, for 
which He is purifying and preparing us in the 
furnace of affliction, shall we bless His name, 
with everlasting praises, for all those pangs and 
sufferings, by which He warned, awakened, and 
instructed us,— by which He mortified our cor- 

6 d 
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niptions, weaned us from earth, and made us 
itaeet for heaven I How then shall we confess 
that our gracious God and Father, who is infi- 
nitely merciful and kind, was never more kind 
and merciful, than when He chastised and 
scourged us 1 Let us then endeavour to realize 
by faith and hope some earnest and foretaste of 
the heavenly joy of those *' who came out of 
great tribulation, and have washed their robes» 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." 
And to this end, let the passage above quoted, 
(Rev. vii, 13 — 17.) be a frequent subject of our 
meditations. Thus shall we be enabled to take 
up, with overflowing and adoring hearts, the 
triumphant strain of the Apostle, Rom. viii. 
35 — 39, which follows. 

And let me here observe, that the Christian 
cannot realize that fulness of joy, to which the 
beloved Disciple desires to lead us, (1 John i. 4.) 
unless he enters spiritually, and experimentally, 
and devotionally, into those deep unfathomable 
mysteries of our most holy faith, which in these 
days are much cavilled at and objected to, even 
among professed believers ; and which are sadly 
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neglected, and thrust into the shade, by many 
who profess to receive them. When we looi^ 
into ourselves, and see the darkness, confusion, 
corruption, and pollution there, what shall or 
can support us, and afiford effectual consolation, 
but the assurance that He, who opened our eyes 
to see something of those awful depths, will 
never leave us nor forsake us, but " will perfect 
that which concerneth us " and keep us by His 
own Almighty power, through faith unto salva- 
tion ; yea — that he so overrules all thuigs, that 
even that which tends most to our humiliation 
and shame, will tend to His eternal praise and 
glory, and be made subservient to His purposes 
of wisdom and mercy ? When we look at the 
present state of the Church and of the World, 
what can give rest and peace to the troubled 
soul, but the assurance that, amid all this appa- 
rent confusion, He carries on, undisturbed and 
serene. His own eternal plan, to the full and 
certain salvation of all His chosen people, and to 
the highest praise and honour of His own great 
name ? And if we look beyond the boundaries 
of time, and consider how countless multitudes 
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of men and angels have destroyed themselves, we 
might well be overwhelmed with anguish, which 
we could not conceive that the joys of Paradise 
could wholly remove and do away ; did we not 
know, that all whom Infinite Love and Wisdom 
gave to Christ, shall surely be saved in the Lord, 
with an everlasting salvation ; that none shall 
be lost but the children of perdition, whom Infi. 
nite Wisdom, Righteousness, and Goodness saw 
fit, and therefore determined, to leave unto 
themselves, to become the monuments of His 
eternal and unimpeachable, however awful, 
justice ; — ^that with all their mad opposition to 
God and His government, 

Rage as they may, they must accomplish still 
His secret counsel and eternal will : 

that they may indeed destroy themselves, but 
will find at length, to their everlasting confusion 
and dismay, that even while they laboured to 
oppose and disturb His designs and purposes, 
they were in fact fuelling them, and doing all 
that in them lay, in spite of themselves, to set 
forth His praise and glorify His perfections, to 
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tbe everlasting joy of all His fedthful people, 
wlx) shall praise Him for His judgements, as ^well 
as br His mercies, fowever and ever. (See Rer. 
xix 1 — 4.) 

Sach subjects we must touch indeed, with 
holj fear : but it is our privilege, did we realize 
it, in contemplating both the goodness and the 
sever.ty of God, to cry out with holy admira- 
tion : " O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdoQ and knowledge of God I How un- 
searchable are His judgements, and His ways 
past firiding out ! For of Him, and through 
Him, ar.d to Him are all things : to Whom be 
glory fo: ever 1 Amen." And this I say, that 
' the godly consideration of Predestination, 
and our Election in Christ, is full of sweet, 
pleasint, and unspeakable comfort to godly 
persons:' (Art.xvii.) And that, unless we enter 
into Scriptural views of these doctrines, we 
shall never be able to realize that fulness and 
abundance of consolation which it is the design 
and purpose of these pages, under God's bless- 
ing, to impart, or rather point out, to His 
afflicted, but beloved children. 
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In the days of peace and prosperity, moft 
professors are too apt to think, that maiy 
Gospel Truths are unnogessary : they can do 
very well without them ; — even if they do not 
conclude^ with the ungodly world, in its tines 
of wealth and abundance, that they can do 
very well without Ood. But in the times of 
Affliction, even the wicked, howling on their 
beds^ will send up some sort of cries unto 
God; and /Aen the Christian finds that he needs 
the whole Gospel — with aU its Truths, in all 
their glory. And then those blessed Truths 
respecting the Divine Sovereignty and decrees, 
which were before despised and n^lected, 
bring rest and repose to the soul ; and we find 
that we cannot do without knowing and con- 
sidering. Whose infinite Wisdom, Whose absolute 
Predestination and unaccountable Sovereignty 
it is, that rules and governs all things, both in 
earth and heaven, and makes them unerringly 
subservient to purposes of eternal and unchang- 
ing Love and Mercy.] 
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• 

Peace, troubled heart, whose contrite moan 
Hath taught each scene the note of woe; 

Cease thy complaint, suppress thy groan. 
And let thy tears forget to flow. 

Behold, the precious balm is found. 

Which lulls thy pain, which heals thy wound* 

Come, freely come, by sm opprest, 

Unburden here the heavy load ; 
Here find thy refuge and thy rest, 

Safe in the bosom of thy God. 
Thy God 's thy Saviour, glorious word I 
That sheathes the avenger's glittering sword. 

As spring the winter, day the night. 
Peace sorrow's gloom shall chase away. 

And smiling Joy, a seraph bright, 

Shall watch thy steps, and near thee stay ; 

While Glory weaves the immortal crown 

And waits to claim thee for her own. 
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The Book of Psalms is full of instruction and 
consolation to the Afflicted. More especially I 
may point out, as suitable for frequent perusal 
and meditation in seasons of trial and sorrow. 

Psalms VI. XIII. XXII. XXV. XXX.— XLIV. 
XLVI. LV. — LVII. LXI. LXIX. — LXXI. 
LXXIII. LXXIV. LXXVII. LXXIX. LXXX. 
LXXXVIIL— XC. XCIV. XCVII. CH. CVII. 
CXXIII— CXXVI. CXXIX. CXXX. CXLL— 
CXLIII. — Some of which, it will be seen, are 
more suited for seasons of private distress^ — 
others for those of public calamity. 

I may also commend to the Afflicted, the 
perusal of the Histories of Jacob, Joseph, and 
David ; the Books of Ruth, Job, and Lamenta- 
tions ; Isaiah XL. — LXVI. as full of evangelical 
promises and consolation ; all those passages in 
the Gospels which relate the Sufferings of our 
Lord, and particularly John X. — ^XIX. ; and the 
following Epistles, — 2 Corinthians, 1 and 2 
Thessalonians, Hebrews, James, and 1 Peter. 
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There are some peculiar cases of Trial and 
Affliction, which need to be particularly men- 
tioned, as they require some special hints, in 
addition to the more general considerations and 
Scriptural principles which have already been 
insisted on. Of these I shall only mention the 
three following: 

I. We sometimes meet with persons who 
seem to be deeply sensible of their sinfulness 
and misery — ^who have been trained up in Evan- 
gelical principles, or sit under the sound of the 
€rospel, — and are therefore acquainted with the 
outlines of Christian Doctrine ; yet they cannot 
lay hold of the consolation which those Doc-> 
trines, and the Promises of the Gospel, are 
so suited to convey. They show a perversa and 
wonderful ingenuity in reasoning away every 
text which is adduced to give them comfort. 
There is here a distinct and almost palpable 
influence of the evil one ; and the first question 
is, Whereby they have given place to the devil ? 
Perhaps it may have been in one or all of these 
ways. 
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1. By indulging in sophistical reasonings 
against those Truths of the Gospel which are 
most opposed to the pride and wisdom of the 
natural man. — ^As for example — ^the desperate 
Depravity of our fallen nature — ^the Sovereignty 
and Decrees of God — ^the Doctrines of Grace — 
the Spirituality and Strictness of the Law — ^the 
Necessity of coming out and being separate 
from the World which lieth in wickedness, &c. 

Now when a man has willingly listened to the 
Tempter, and abused his faculties in reasoning 
away the plain Texts of Scripture which declare 
these and similar Doctrines, it often happens 
that afterwards his sin becomes his punishment : 
and when he is at length awakened to the know- 
ledge of His true condition, and needs and 
desires consolation, the same restless and cruel 
adversary teaches him to employ the very same 
sophistical artifices, in reasoning away every 
Text which might afford him comfort. 

In this case the root of the evil must be 
searched out and acknowledged. The past 
habits of wresting the Scriptures must be con- 
fessed and bewailed. The awful iniquity of 
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thus " giving place to the devil " must be seen 
and loathed. And it must be considered bow 
long and patiently it behoves one, who has been 
so deeply guilty, to wait in humble expectation 
of the time, when the Lord will lift up the 
light of a reconciled countenance upon him. 

2. Self-righteousness, in one shape or othery 
is commonly connected with all our spiritual 
darkness and distress. We will be looking for 
something in ourselves to warrant our laying 
hold of Christ. We cannot be persuaded to 
put ourselves, Ju^ (is we are, into the hands of 
the Great Physician, that He may magnify His 
wisdom, i>ower, and mercy, in healing and 
saving so vile and wretched sinners. 

I know of nothing to meet this disposition, 
so deeply rooted in our proud and foolish hearts, 
but a deep and thorough consideration of the 
true Nature of the Gospel, as a Remedy, devised 
and offered of God Himself, for all our sins, 
pollutions, wants, and miseries, — requiring no- 
thing but what it first offers and bestows. Butj 
while searching out and considering the plain 
testimonies of Scripture on this subject, it may 
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be well to reflect very seriously on the sir^fkiU 
ness, as well as the folly, of all setf-ezalting,' 
and self-dependoit, and self-righteous thoughts. 
These are so highly displeasing to God, that He 
commonly gives over those who indulge them, 
in the face of Scriptural light and knowledge, 
to be their own tormentors, and thus to suffer 
such inward agonies as make all other sufferings 
light and trifling in comparison. And most 
justly — for what can be more right and fitting 
to a creature, than simply to take God at His 
word ? which is what such persons obstinately 
refuse to do. And what can be more impious 
and profane than for a worm of the dust to give 
the lie to his Creator, by calling in question His 
plain and gracious Word ? or what more un- 
grateful and despiteful than to hesitate, when 
God invites, — to doubt and mistrust His kind- 
ness and love, when he offers help and mercy, 
— and to refuse the blessings which He is waiting 
freely to bestow ? 

3. I might mention unbelief, as a separate 
and special cause of such distress : but it is so 
inwoven with the two former, that I scarcely 
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need dwell upon it further : except to observe 
that, though Faith is undoubtedly a precious gift 
and privilege, it is also a plain duty. Unbelief is a 
great and heinous tin. It is the highest possible 
affront to the Truth and Grace of God. It is 
to be confessed <u a sin. We should rebuke 
our own souls on account of it : we should urge 
our own hearts with the exceeding wickedness 
and impiety of calling in question the word of 
Him, with whom it is impossible to lie, of 
doubting the grace and mercy of Him who is 
Love, and who spared not his own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all. What I poor, 
trembling, desponding sinner I art thou asking, 
with a heart full of doubts and fears and anxie- 
ties; **But how dare / believe?" — I also will 
ask thee one question ; ''How darest thou not 
believe ? — ^for God hath plainly spoken, and who 
art thou that repliest against God ? " 

It seems to me that Ministers and others, in 
conversing with persons who are deeply dis- 
tressed through Unbelief, are often too apt, in 
their compassion for the misery which such 
persons endure, to overlook the exceeding 
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sir^fulness of that Unbelief which causes it; 
which is such that reproofs and rebtikes on 
account of it should occasionally be mingled 
with evangelical exhortation and encouroffS' 
ment. While persons look upon Unbeli^ merely 
as a misfortune to be bewailed, and not as a 
sin to be confessed and abhorred, they are not 
likely to obtain deliverance from its power. 
Such sufferers indeed need to be treated with 
much tenderness and wisdom by their brethren : 
but when we discover Unbelief in our own 
hearts, we should treat it as a heinous offence, 
and rebuke and condemn it with great severity, 
— we should be deeply humbled on account of 
it. And we should remember that it is not only 
a great sin itself, but the main cause of all other 
sins, both of omission and commission. 

II. Many persons who are far from being 
afflicted in the manner, or to the extent I have 
above described^ are yet far from that fulness 
of consolation which arises from an assurance 
of our interest in Christ. They know how im- 
portant it is, according to the precept of Scrip- 
ture, to examine themselves whether they be in. 
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the faith ; they therefore apply themselves with 
much earnestness to this duty ; hut they dis- 
cover in themselves such depths of imperfection 
and pollution, that the only result seems to be, 
to leave them more perplexed, distressed, and 
uncertain than before. They cannot conceive 
that so much evident sinfulness and corruption 
can possibly consist with a state of Grace. 

To such I would observe that self* examination 
may be instituted with two distinct purposes. 
1 . I may examine myself in order to discover 
what sins and corruptions need to be confessed, 
bewailed, subdued and mortified. This is often 
very important : but it will tend to bring us 
into deeper depths of humiliation and contrition, 
^-sometimes of distress and aflUction. It is not 
the way in which we are to seek for, or expect, 
consolation.; though such earnest and faithful 
searching into the secrets of our own souls is 
very desirable and profitable for its proper ends. 
But 2. I may examine myself in order to dis- 
cover whether I am indeed a child of God, when 
my soul needs the comfort of that sweet assur- 
ance. But if in this case we set to work in the 

H 
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same ^smy as in the former, It is not to be won- 
dered if we make but little progress. For if we 
merely search into the state and condition of 
our own souls, we may find so much corruption 
at work as to make us doubtfiil if there be any 
real grace, — especially at a time when the soul 
needs comfort, and therefore is more peculiarly 
liable to discouragement, doubt, and perplexity. 
Indeed if there be any disposition to despondency 
when we are searching into the evidences of oar 
state, the humblest and sincerest child of God 
may find it difficult to arrive at a satisflsc- 
tory conclusion : for in such a frame he vHll 
be apt to look upon his repentance, faith, love, 
and other graces of the Spirit as very question- 
able, while he will see his sins, pollutions, short> 
comings and backslidings in such a fearful black- 
ness, and under so many aggravations, as will 
make him apt to conclude it utterly impossible 
that he should be a child of God, or, at best, very 
dangerous to admit that he is. In such cases 
then I would recommend a different course, and 
advise my doubting and desponding brother or 
sister rather to inquire into the dealings of God 
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witii him, than into his own character, — ^to ask 
rather. Doth God deal with me, as He dealeth 
with those whom He is bringing to Himself? 
than. What is the condition of jny soul ? For 
it may be rery clear that God is carrying on 
designs of love and grace, and that He hath 
begun a good work in us, when at the same 
time it would not be easy to express, what 
appalling depths of corruption we discover in 
our souls, and what reason we have to fear and 
tremble on account of them. 

I would say to such an one, in order to lead 
him to consolation on sure grounds, Consider 
(1) The unlimited freeness and affectionate 
earnestness of the offers and invitations of the 
Gospel ; how God is revealed as a forgiving 
Father entreating us to retitrn to Him, and freely 
to accept His offered mercies ; what fulness and 
sufficiency there is in Christ ; what power and 
grace in the Holy Spirit, who is promised to all 
that ask. Here, in the very nature of the 
Gospel, in the plain words of God, is that 
whidi absolutely forbids all despair ; which 
assures you that, though you may not yet be a 

H 2 
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child of God, there is and can be no reason to 
conclude that you never shall be : for, how 
awful soever your present state may be, it is 
God that says, '* Come now, and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord : though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be 
as wool." (Isa. i. 18.) And He means what 
He says, — ^whatsoever the father of lies may 
suggest to the contrary. Here then is abun- 
dant provision made for the salvation of the 
whole world, and abundant encouragement for 
all the sons of men to " seek the Lord while He 
may be found." If they perish, the fault must 
be entirely their own. *'As I live, saith the 
Lord Grod, I have no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked ; but thtt the wicked turn from his 
way and live : turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways ; for why will ye die." Esek. xxxiii. 11. 
' But (you will say) all are not saved, and 
why should I think that I shall be saved when 
so many perish ? ' I might answer, ' Why 
should you not be saved, when so many are ?' 
But (2) Consider that, though you ctaoot say 



IN AFFLICTION. 101 

that the fulness of Christ, or the abundant 
provisions of the Gospel, afford any speekil 
encouragement to you, more than to any other, 
yet the call of the Gospel, which is come unto 
you, certainly does. For there are thousands 
and tens of thousands, not more sinful and 
unworthy than yourself, who have never heard 
the tidings of Salvation. It is therefore a special 
mercy to you, — ^the first manifestation of dis- 
anguishing gracs, — that to you God has sent 
the Gospel ; by which He calls, entreats, encou- 
rages, and commands you (as much as if He 
spoke to you by name from heaven) to seek His 
face, and to accept the offers of His love. And 
in thus calling and inviting you. He is sincere 
and earnest. When He says " Incline your ear, 
and come unto Me : hear, and your soul shall 
live ; and I will make an everlasting covenant 
with you," again I say, He means what He 
says. Here then is special encouragement 
vouchsafed to you ; and your heart should be 
melted in thankful acknowledgement of it. But 
(3) Have y^ou not some knowledge of the Gos* 
pel, vrbieh distinguishies you from many who 
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merely hear the sound of it, and (what is more) 
from yourself at a former period, when you 
evidently knew nothing about it ? Have you 
not some convictions of its importance, to which 
you were once a stranger ? Som» serious im- 
pressions of your guilt and danger, your need 
of the Gospel, your lost and hopeless condition 
without it, — which lead you to desire an interest 
in Christ, and to use the means of Grace with 
some regularity and diligence ? I will allow 
that in all these respects there are many and 
great deficiencies and imperfections: yet yoa 
will not and cannot deny that such convictions, 
impressions, and desires are to be found in you. 
And whence are all these ? Whence but from 
the specicd mercy of God, which has made ycu 
to diflfer from multitudes around you, and even 
from yourself at a former period of your life ? 
Again — is it not the settled and deliberate con- 
viction of your judgement and conscience (amidst 
all the corruption and perverseness of your 
heart) thait the favour of Grod is better than life 
itself, — that Christ is your only Refuge and 
Salvation, — that all things are but loss in com- 
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parison of the knowledge of Him, — that holiness 
is happiness, and sin misery,— and that the 
portion and inheritance of the people of God, 
in Grace and Glory, is to be preferred to all that 
this world can offer ? And whence is all this, 
but from the teaching of the Spirit, who has 
thus far guided you into the knowledge of 
Truth ? For you cannot suppose that such 
views arise naturally in your own corrupt and 
sinful soul, or that they proceed from the delu- 
sions of Satan. Your own proud heart would 
teach you other things. The father of lies 
would blind you, if he could, i^ainst all such 
convictions, and keep you ignorant and careless. 
You then have reason to thank Crod, not only 
for the otUward call of the Gospel which is 
preached to you, but also for an inward call, 
which is yet more distinct and personal ; for it 
is the dawn at least of spiritual illumination in 
your soul. And has He thus taught you, — thus 
spoken to your soul, — ^thus enlightened you to 
know the things of your peace, — only to deceive 
and forsake you at last ? Far be from us such 
blasphemous thoughts of God I No. Howso- 
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ever perverse and unthankful you may have 
been, or may hereafter prove, — God in all this 
is still sincere and earnest ; and all that He has 
done, has been done in faithfulness and love ; 
for which your very soul should bless and praise 
Him. Therefore thank God and take courage. 
But (4) Have you deep convictions of sin, awful 
views of your own corruption and pollution, 
very painful experience of the coldness and hard- 
ness, perverseness and ingratitude of your 
unbelieving heart, — and therefore, in all this, 
dreadful discoveries of the depraved and sinful 
condition of your soul, and inward conflicts 
with horrible temptations? Those views and 
discoveries are indeed distressing and appalling : 
but let it still be remembered that they are 
unspeakably important; and that you have 
reason to thank God for the discovery, however 
you may need to be humbled for the facts. It 
is His method to give you an extensive know- 
ledge of your disease (the more extensive and 
distinct the better) that He may afterwards 
make you more fully to understand, and more 
thankfully and joyfully to receive, the Remedy. 
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It is through the depths of conviction, humilia^ 
tion and temptation that God brings His people 
to joy and peace in believing. Therefore bless 
Grod for all this, and say (with Manoah's wife) 
*' If the Lord were pleased to kill us, — He would 
not have showed us all these things, nor would 
as at this time have told us such things as 
these." (Judges xiii. 23.) In the midst of all 
this painful experience, is it not evident that He 
hath guided and instructed you, — that He hath 
convinced you of sin, — that He hath awakened 
your soul and shewn you your guilt and danger ? 
— and hath He not also set before you in Christ 
Jesus an all-sufficient Remedy, a glorious and 
perfect Saviour ? What can be more suited 
to your case than such a Redeemer, in whom 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily ? 
What more suited to this great and divine Phy. 
sician, than such a sinner, in saving whom all 
His Wisdom and Power, His Love and Mercy, 
His Compassion and Faithfulness, may be most 
gloriously and wonderfully displayed ? 

In all these respects, then, God has been deal- 
ing with you as He does with His children. He 
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has done great things for your soul, thoogh 
perhaps He has not done cUl, nor as, you vrished 
or expected. Here are His usual ways of begio- 
ning and carrying on the work of saving con- 
version. Would you have all this undone? 
Would you return again to your careless, igno- 
rant, hardened, worldly state, — ^in which you 
knew nothing of yourself, nothing of sin, nothing 
of temptation, nothing of the way of deliverance 
and salvation, nothing of the hardness, deceit- 
fulness, and corruption of your heart, — and 
therefore nothing of your need of Christ I Does 
not your soul say, God forbid ? Well then, have 
you not reason to thank God who has taught 
you all this, and brought you out of that state 
of blindness and spiritual death, to know and 
feel that Christ only can save you, and that in 
Him alone is all your hope and salvation ? 

You can doubtless go on with such inquiries 
into many particulars of special mercies in pro- 
vidence and grace, — many distinct and lively 
proofs of Grod's persevering purpose of love and 
mercy to your soul, — ^which / cannot mention. 
Will you be so ungrateful and perverse as to deny 
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what God hath wrought? Or in other words. 
Will you deny the gift, when you ought to thank 
the Giver? Could there be a more unthankful 
and ungracious return for all that He hath done 
for you ? 

I say then> Whatever you think of yourself, 
however vile and sinful you feel yourself to be, — 
think highly of the gifts of God, — acknowledge 
His work with honour and thanksgiving. Surely 
the least of His gifts, the fir^t beginning of a 
gracious work, the first token for good, the first 
appearance of those spiritual operations (in illu- 
mination and conviction, and in awakening your 
soul) by which He ordinarily brings His people 
to Himself, ought to be humbly and thankfully 
acknowledged. "The works of the Lord are 
great, sought out of all them that have pleasure 
therein." (Psalmcxi. 2.) Search them out then, 
I beseech you. Be thanhful for the least, and 
this is the way in due time to experience the 
greatest. And if, in humble thankfulness, you 
dare not deny that God has begun in you a work 
of grace, then have you reason to go on your 
way rejoicing; " being confident of this very 
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tiling, that He Vfhich hath hegun a good work in 
yOU'veill perform it until the day of Jesus Christ," 
-~for He will not forsake the work of His own 
hands. 

I will only add one word of Christian cotuisel. 
If you would have the comfort of clear views of 
what God hath done for you, in times of trial and 
temptation, — if you would be apt to lay hold of 
the consolation, in the seasons of sickness and 
afiliction, — familiarize your mind tDith humble 
and thankful contemplations of what He hath 
wrought, in the days of health, and strength, and 
prosperity. To be humble and thankful in the 
midst of mercies, is the way to have present con* 
solation and support when tribulation comes 
upon you. 

It will tend perhaps to make the preceding 
directions, and the importance of pursuing our 
self-examination in the manner above recoin«* 
mended^ more clear and inteUigible, if we only 
reflect that when a Christian is considering his 
own character, state, and graces, he ought to 
make the least of them, — it becomes him to take 
the humblest view, and to note his mamfold 
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imperfections and deficiencies ; but when be is 
considering the gifts of God, he ought to mftke 
the most of them, — it becomes him to magnify 
them; and even the consideration of his owa 
vileness, unwoithiness, and pollution, should 
induce him to admire more and more that grace^ 
which hath already done so much for him, and 
bath, besides, engaged to finish the work, 

III. We sometimes find persous who appear 
particularly diligent and conscientious in religiout 
and moral duties, and especially in the use of all 
the means of grace, who are yet so long and so 
grievously distressed in spirit, that we are dis- 
posed at first to wonder, and to think their 
cages very hard ; and they themselves are often 
tempted to murmur and repine, and to think 
their cases altogether peculiar and extraordinary. 
When, however, we look a little deeper, we shall 
perhaps find reason to believe that various and 
just causes for their affliction may be assigned. 

I. There is often some special sin, some cha« 
racteristic iniquity or evil disposition^ some 
peculiar besetment, which (if not actually in- 
dulged) has never been duly confessed, lamented. 
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or mortified. While any thing of this land is 
spared or neglected, God hath a controversy with 
us — and we must not look for joy and peace in 
believing. The cause indeed may be, an obsti- 
nate and perverse reluctance to confess our own 
sins generally, in their true nature and enormity, 
and in their infinite multitude and manifold 
aggravations. Sharp inward affliction is often 
intended to lead us to deeper convictions of sin ; 
and these may be absolutely necessary to our 
having any right views of the Remedy, so as to 
rejoice in the consolations of the Grospd. And 
if conviction of sin, either general or particular, 
be neglected or resisted, it is not to be wondered 
that afiOictions and troubles come upon us like 
wave upon wave. 

2. Such persons are often disposed to rest in 
their duties, and in their diligent attendance upon 
the means of grace: not perhaps as actually 
thinking there is any righteousness or merit in 
them; but as supposing that they do their 

utmost all that can be expected of such poor 

depressed and sinful creatures as they confess 
themselves to be. And while they are thus (as 
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they tiiink) doing their best, they insensibly begin 
to think it hard that they do not find the comfort 
which they seek. They say vrithin themselves, 
' What can I do more ? and yet I have nothing 
of that joy and delight in religion which others 
experience.' And perhf^s hereupon, they look to 
find comfort, by multiplying duties and observ- 
ancesy and persevering in prayer and fasting, 
reading and meditation, till the feeble body foils ; 
and bodily disease imites with a diseased frame 
of mind, to make them unspeakably wretched. 

But in all this there is evidently a sad want 
of just views of the imperfection and pollution 
which cleaves to all their duties ; the iniquity of 
their hc^y things (which alone is sufficient for 
their condemnation) is not seen or confessed. 
They still come, as it were, with a price in their 
hand, to buy that which we are commanded to 
buy '* vdthout money and vTithout price." They 
do not and will not practically understand*-tiiat 
which is so beautifully expressed by Bishop 
Beveridge : * I cannot pray but I sin ; I cannot 
give an alms, or receive the sacrament, but I sin. 
Nay, I cannot confess my sins, but my confessions 
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are still aggravations of them. My repentance 
needs to be repented of; my tears want washing ; 
and the very washing of my tears has need to be 
washed again in the blood of my Redeemer." 
The truth is, that while they flatter themselves 
that they are doing their best, they are, in one 
sense, all along doing their worst; for, if God 
did not restrain them and powerfully work ia 
them, they would do infinitely worse ; and even 
the gracious operations of His Spirit in them are 
hindered, opposed, and mingled with defile- 
ment, by the remaining corruption of their 
hearts. They have reason to wonder that a 
holy and heart-searching God should ever bear, 
even with their prayers and praises; they 
should marvel that His patience and long- 
suffering permits them still to go on, in a course 
of devotions so polluted and imperfect. And, 
counting it a privilege to be allowed still to 
wait at His feet, they should look to Christ 
alone, and say with David, "I will go in the 
strength of the Lord God : I will make mention 
of Thy righteousness, even of Thine only : *• 
and they should remember that, if they had 
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not such a great High Priest to take away the 
iniquity of their holy things, their best and 
humblest prayers and praises would be rejected, 
as defiled and presumptuous. And they must 
be content to wait on God, as a glorious and 
unaccountable Sovereign, who has promised 
indeed to bear and answer prayer; but has 
reserved in His own power, the times and 
seasons, the manner and measure, of con- 
ferring His own gifts. In the mean time it 
should encourage them, that they are permitted 
still to pray, and still disposed to persevere in 
the use of the appointed means. The Charac- 
ter (and the whole Book) of Job may be fitly 
commended to the very careful study and 
meditation of such persons. 

3. When a man concludes his case to be so very 
peculiar and extraordinary, there is commonly 
an immeasurable pride at the bottom of this 
conceit. The Scripture says, " There hath no 
temptation taken you, but such as is common 
toman," And instead of thinking our own 
trials and sufferings so strange and peculiar, 
we should rather wonder at the patience, 

I 
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long-suffering, forbearance, and tender mercy 
of our God. (Lam. iii. 22.) And when per- 
sons take up this conceit, I believe it wUI 
commonly be found, that their cases are very 
plain and simple, — ^if they -wojold but belieye 
it, and Buffer a faithful minister to apeak to 
them plainly; — and perhaps nothing at all is 
extraordinary but their own pride and ob* 
stinacy. Till this be broken down and humbled, 
it is fit and necessary that they should be 
heavily afflicted. If they would duly consider. 
Matt, xviii. 3. " Elxcept ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall in no case 
enter into the kingdom of heaven," and earnestly 
and humbly seek for a chiid- like spirit, and be 
willing to sit at the feet of Jesus, and of the 
Ministers of Jesus, their heaviest afflictions 
would very soon be ended. And let them 
again consider the case of Job. What is their 
character as compared with his? not only as 
set forth in his own protestation, (chap, xxxi.) 
but as declared by the testimony of God, (chap, 
i. 8 ; ii. 3.) And what are their stuffings aa 
compared with his? Yet how was he co&- 
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strained at last to humble himself before God I 
" Behold, I am vile ; what shall I answer 
Thee? I will lay my hand upon my mouth. 
Once have I spoken : but I will not answer : 
yea, twice; but I wiU proceed no further." 
And again, " 1 know that Thou canst do every- 
thing, and that no thought can be withholden 
from Thee. Who is he that hldeth counsel 
without knowledge ? Therefore have I uttered 
that I understood not; things too wonderful 
for me, which I knew not. Hear, I beseech 
Thee, and I will speak : I will demand of Thee, 
and declare Thou unto me.*' 

" I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the 
ear ; but now my eye seeth Thee. Wherefore 
I abhor myself, and repent in dust and asbes." 
(Job. xl. 4, 6, and xln. 2—6.) 

I have spoken plainly and strongly upon this 
point, because I would most earnestly and af- 
fectionately warn my afflicted brethren from 
ever indulging the tiiought that their aflBictions 
«re severe and extraordinary. It is a temptation 
of the devil, to make them murmur, and to 
prolong their sufiferings. 

I s 
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I might have added a large collection of 
faymnsy vhich are suitable to the subject of these 
*' Thoughts/' and adapted to the consolation 
of tried, and tempted^ and afiOicted saints: 
but this would have only swelled the i^ohime, 
and that, I believe, without the least necessity : 
for Hymns suited to circumstances of Affliction 
and Temptation, are to be found in almost every 
collection, I will only refer to the Olney 
Hymns in particular, which, fw prioate use, 
I prefer to any collection I have yet met with» 
and in which there are a great number of Hymns 
admirably adapted to the case of a tempted and 
afflicted Believer. And I would here mention^ 
that the repeating' or singing of suitable Hynms, 
will often be found a very blessed mean of con- 
solation and edification to the Afflicted. I 
cordially recommend it to such; especially in 
connection with other means of Grace ; and 
fA well adapted to>co)npose the mind, for reading 
the Scriptures, for prayer and meditation^ 

And as I ha^e observed that sometimes any*< 
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thing in the shape of Poetry is peculiarly ac- 
ceptable to the Afflicted, I will here add two 
pieces, which have never hitherto been published. 
The first of these, indeed, I should not for itself 
have deemed suitable ; but they have been so 
long connected in my mind, that I know not 
how to separate them. A brief account of the 
circumstances under which they were written^ 
will be necessary to introduce them. 

They are both the productions of the same 
author — ^which perhaps at first would scarcely 
be imagined. The former was written about 
the month of May, 1816, when he was yet an 
Infidel, suffering under some outward and more 
inward afflictions, and with a mind propense to 
all manner of melancholy forebodings. The 
circumstances alluded to were (in great measure) 
imaginary, but the anguish depicted was reah 
and it may be relied on as a fact, that with 
repeating those mournful lines, the wretched 
author used to howl himself to sleep, night 
after night, sometimes for weeks together. 1 
have hinted (in page 63) that those who have, 
m the midst of their afflictions, no God and no 
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Saviour^ to whom they can look for consolation 
and support, have some chums on our com- 
passion and our prayers. I give these lines to 
the Christian Reader, in order that he may 
form some just and accurate conception of the 
misery of such a state ; and that he may learn, 
more deeply than he ever did before, to pity 
those who are " without Christ, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, 
and without God in the world." (Ephes. ii. 12.) 

" There is a mood in which the sickly mind 
WUlfeed on anguish that is bom wiihin." 

'Tis past : — my sum of sorrows is complete. 
For earth hath now no joy for me ; — to me 
The last — the wretched privilege of despair 
Remains alone ; — to know, come what come will, 
That I have now no further bliss to lose, — 
No deeper pang — ^no heavier woe to feel. 
Oh 1 miserable wretch ! upon whose head 
Heaven hath so emptied all its stores of woes. 
That Hope and Fear alike have pass'd away 
From my cold bosom ! Wretched have I been. 
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Beyond all mortal wretchedness, for years : 

Yet still one consolation for a while 

Could soothe my aching heart, and calm the 

waves. 
The surging billows dark, of misery, 
That roU'd and roar'd continual round my head. 
— ^Though youthful feeling fled, and in my heart 
Blank desolation reign'd, and every flower 
Of Intellect and Virtue wither'd there : — 
Still, in despite of sorrow, shame, and guilt, 
I had one friend — one true unwavering friend — 
Who lov'd me still for what I might have been, 
And fondly pitied me for what I was : — 
And he is gone ! O heaven and earth and air I 
That I should live to say, ' He is no more ! ' 
— The rock that stood between me and despair 
Is overthrown, and lo I the dark wild waves 
Come rushing on my soul ! O marble heart ! 
And wilt thou never break ? O God ! O God ! 
It seems as I were doom'd to live for ever I 
For, spite of all the anguish heap'd upon me, 
I still survive, and still the vital spring 
Flows fresh as ever through my veins 1 I call 
On silent Death to give me rest ; — I call 
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On Madness to relieve my throbbing brain 
From this unutterable weight of woes, 
And with some sweet illusion mock my soul ; — 
I call on Heaven for pity and support ; — 
On the wild winds and waters to assuage 
The fever of my heart, — the womb of Night 
To shut this loath'd, this irritating world 
For ever from my harass'd sight ; on Earth 
To gape and whelm me in the unknown abyss; 
On all immortal, — all inanimate things, 
To point some blissful shore of promis'd rest ; 
Some headland far of dim-discover'd hope. 
To a lone wanderer on the waves of woe : — 
And nothing answers my complaining prayer I 

The perverse and ignorant children of this 
world are continually bringing it as a reproach 
against Religion, that it drives men mad, — and 
herein they are only speaking evil of the things 
they understand not : But was not this poor 
wretch going mad very fast for the want of it ? 
And if at length he found peace and consolation 
in Religion, may it not be safely and confidently 
affirmed, that he was one instance (to which. 
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beyond all question, thottsands might be added) 
of a man -whom true Religion saved from in- 
sanity? The Christian reader will of course 
perceive one expression at the close of a line, 
which reverence for the sacred name of the 
Most High would forbid him to repeat : but I 
did not feel myself at liberty to alter a single 
word in such a record. The exclamation may be 
read " O earth and heaven I " that no ear may be 
offended. But as it stands, there was in it perhaps, 
more of the nature of an agonizing cry to Him 
who alone can help (though uttered in deep and 
awful ignorance) than of a common and profane 
exclamation. I am sometimes inclined to ques- 
tion whether there might not have been, even in 
the repetition of these mournful lines, something 
that approached to the nature of prayer ; for 
other circumstances in the history of the writer 
sufficiently indicate that a gracious hand, in a 
very wonderful manner, was leading him, blind 
as he was, by a way that he knew not, at the 
very period when these lines were written. But 
however this might be, it pleased the Grod of all 
grace and mercy, in due time, to look with eyes 
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of compassion upon all this anguish and agony, 
and then he had no longer reason so fretfully to 
say, that " nothing answered his complaining 
prayer." He found abundant peace and con- 
solation in the knowledge of Him, who invites 
the weary and heavy-laden to Himself. He 
found indeed rest unto his soul- And it is re- 
markable that be found it in the midst of out- 
ward trials : for he has often said that, for 
several years, he never had a wish or plan, great 
or small, of a merely personal and temporal 
nature, which was not crossed and thwarted : 
as if it were intended to shew, that hia consola- 
tion and happiness was not to be sought at all in 
circumstances, but must arise* simply and exclu- 
sively, from the power of Religion, which enabled 
him to add, that (during the same period) he 
never experienced any disappointment or afflic«- 
tion, without finding reason to bless and praise 
God for it (and that sometimes with tears of 
thankfulness) before four-and*twenty hours had 
passed. Nor could it be expected that the con- 
stitutional tendency to melancholy and despon- 
dency would be entirely overcome and destroyed. 



it 
I • 

I 



IN AFFLICTION. 123 

though grace triumphed over it aiid effectually 
restrained it. Like other Christians then, he 
had trials and sorrows to endure, and was some- 
times for a while in depths of manifold affliction : 
but the following lines (written in the beginning 
of 1824) as compared with the former, will 
sufficiently point out the difference between the 
sorrows of the Christian and those of the Un- 
believer. While the latter sinks deeper and 
deeper in darkness and despair, the former 
begins, perhaps very often, with crying ** out 
of the depths," but ends with triumph, and 
sometimes with rapture. 

Troubled on every side, yet not distressed ; 
perplexed, but not in despair ; Persecuted, but not 
forsaken ; cast doum, but not destroyed, (2 Cor. 
iv. 8, 9.) 

Alone — alone — alone upon the earth, , 

An outcast and an exile, full of fears, — 
A feeble, sickly, melancholy man, — 
Poor and despised and friendless, — ^in the midst 
Of all this emptiness and vanity — 
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This wcaxy and unprofitable world, — 
Where should I look, O Saviour ! but to Thee ? 
Who art arisen, with healing on Thy wings. 
The Sun of Righteousness, to scatter light 
And gladness o'er this wilderness, — ^to touch. 
With red and golden rays, the evening clouds 
Of anguish, fear, distress, that gather round me, 
IW they reflect Thy beauty, — smile with peace. 
And glow with glory like the realms of heaven ! 

To Thee I look— to Thee direct my prayer— 
For Thee I wait,— as on his lonely tower 
The watchman, through the cold and dangerous 

night. 
Turns to the East, and looks, and longs to see 
Some gleam of mormng struggling through the 

storm. 
Bow down Thine ear and hear me 1 for Thou 

knowest 
That I am poor and needy I and though these 

prayers 
Are all unworthy to be heard by Thee, 
Amid the empyreal regions, where enthron'd 
Thoh dwell'st, in brightness unapproachable, 
Yet for Thy mercies, hear me ! let the cry 
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Of want, disease, and helpless wretehedness 
Plead in the ears of that compassionate love. 
Which freely flows, unlook'd for, unimplor'd. 
Of its own fulness, upon all who need. 
Out of the depths I call. If Thou sfaouM'st be 
Extreme to mark transgression, who shall stand t 
But there is mercy and forgiveness found 
With Thee, that men may fear Thee. Let the 

light 
Of thy serene and blessed countenance shine 
Into the darkness of my soul 1 vouchsafe 
Some glimpses of Thy glory and Thy grace. 
Thy goodness and Thy beauty — ^that my soul. 
Even here below, amid this vale of tears, 
May praise Thee t and be strengthened and re* 

fresh'd 
With foretastes of the glory, joy, and peace. 
Which are at Thy right hand for evermore. 
Which Thou hast purchased, and prepar'd, to 

strive 
With earnest 2eal for that inheritance, 
Unfading, incorruptible and pure, 
Reserved in heaven for them who by Thy pow'r 
Are kept, through £uth, unto salvation. There 
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We shall behold Thee as Thou art, and be. 

By still beholding Thee> at once transforxn'd 

Into Thy perfect image ! There no more. 

Encumbered with corrupt and sinful flesh. 

Thus faint and feebly shall we stammer forth 

Thy praise, and all the vigour of our souls 

Be spent and wasted in continual strife 

Against our own corruptions ; but go forth 

In all the freshness of immortal strength, 

To love the glorious Lord, who hath redeem'd us. 

For, raised in incorruption, honour, might. 

The soul shall have, of spiritual frame, 

A body, fit to be the instrument 

Of its pure actings in that perfect state ; 

And every act of love and adoration 

Shall be an act of power ! Faith shall be lost 

In sight, and hope in full fruition. All, 

With one consent, with all our inward powers. 

Shall serve Thee ; each one's joy and blessedness 

So many times redoubled as we know 

That there are myriads of immortal souls. 

The spirits of just men now perfected, 

As blest as we, — unfolding to receive. 

From the overflowing fulness of Thy love, 
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Communications of intense delight 1 
And our wiiole life and being shall be no more 
Than one eternal sacrifice of praise. 
Adoring thankfulness, and fervent love. 
Flaming in grateful incense up to Thee ! 

[Those who are acquainted with the works of 
Howe, will readily perceive to whom the writer 
of the above has been indebted for his best ideas, 
especially in the latter part. Had he studied 
compression more, his lines would certainly have 
gained, in a poetical point of view ; but he was 
not disposed to be at all careful about poetical 
reputation. In some states of feeling, he found, 
that he wrote verse more fluently than prose ; 
and (at such times) he put down his thoughts in 
that form : for after-polish and correction he 
had neither time nor inclination. The foregoing 
lines however, (such as they are) have some- 
times proved a refreshment to myself, when 
tempted and depressed ; and this induces me to 
insert them here, in the hope that they may 
sometimes prove so to one or other of my 
brethren.] 
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" Now the God of patience and consolation 
grant you to be like-minded, one towards another, 
according to Christ Jesus: That ye may with 
one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

" Now the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, that ye may abound in 
hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost." 

" Now the God of peace be with you all. 
Amen." Rom. xv. 5, 6, 13, 33. 

" The God of all grace, who hath called us 
unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
that ye have suflfered awhile, make you perfect, 
stablish, strengthen, settle you. 

" To Him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen." 1 Pet. v. 10, 11. 
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